








e ‘o

AITAREYA BRAHMANAM OF THE RIGVEDA,

COXTAINING THB

EARLIEST SPECULATIONS OF THE BRARMANS ON THE
MEANING OF THE SACRIFICIAL PRAYERS,
4

AND OX

THE ORIGIN, PERFORMANCE, AND BH&F THE
RITES OF TIIE VEDIC RELIGION.

EDITED; TRANSLATED AND BXPLAI?D BY

MARTIN HAUG, PuD,

BUPBHINTLNDENT OF BANSLRIT STUDIES IN THR POONA COLLEGF, &c &e

PESSENS SN

VO, I.

SANSORIT TD}1, WITH FREFACF, INTRODUCTORY ¥9SAY, AND A
MAP OF 1HE SALRIFICIAL (OMPOUND A1 LHE
SOMA SACRIFIOD.

PUBLISHED BY THME DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUGTION
BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT.

BOMBAY- N

]

A

N ¢
GOVERNMENT CENTRAL BOOK DLPONY mﬂﬁ‘ 3

¥
[

LONDON : TRUBNER AND Co, 60, PATERNOSTER RO” J

1869,



BOMBAY :
PRINTED AT THE EDUCATION 80CIETY’S FPRESS, LYCULLA.



PREFACE
--waa;o—

The present work is the first edition, and first
translation of one of the most important works of the
Brihmana literature. The text has been preparéd
from three manuscripts, two of which ave in sy own
. possession. The third was a copy made by a Pandit
from another manuscript. This copy was sent to the
presg, and corrected from the two other manuseripts.
B I used the text which is in S8dyapa’s Com-
mentary-on the work, in the copy belonging to the
Sanscrit library of the Poona College. Though it
would not have been difficult for me to procure ten
manuscripts of the text, I saw nowhere any need for
it. For those two which were purchased from
priestly families, with whom the learning by heart of
thdﬁRigveda was hereditary for many centuries,
proved so correct, that there was no need for compar-
ing a larger number. Actual’ difference of readings
can be hﬂrdly spoken of. For the text of the Bréh-
mansm is as well preserved as that of the Saimhitd.

In‘order to facilitate the reading of the,text,  havi:

*introduced the European method of punctuation. Oﬁ: #
of my manuscripts has regular stops, marked with v 4
" tical.strokes in red ink above the line; they do not, *,
however, out the end of sentences and pMrases, «
butonly the place ‘where the repeater of the Brahman-
am ufled to stop, when callpd to some house to read it.
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The editing of the text and the translation of
the numerous stories contained in the work was a
comparatively easy task, and might have beén carried
out as well in Europe by any respectable Sanscrit
scholar in possession of the necessary materials
obtainable there. But the case stands different
with the translation of the technical parts of the
work and principally the numerous explanatory
notes which are indispensable for an actual under-
standing of the book. Though Sdiyana’s excel-
lent Commentary, which I have used throughout, 1s a
great help for making out the proper meaning of many
an obscure word, or phrase, 1t is not, sufficient fgmol-
taining & complete insight into the real meani!) of
many terms and passages occurring in the work.
Besides, a good many passages in the Commentary
itself, though they may conveya correct meaning, are
hardly intelligible to European Sansciit scholars who
have no access to oral sources of information. The
difficulties mainly lie in the large number of technical
terms of the sacrificial art, which occur in all B#h-
manas, and are, to those uninitiated mto the mys-
teries of this certainly ancient craft, for the most
part unintelligible. It is, therefore, not surprising,
that no Sanscrit scholar as yet ever attempted the
‘tifnslation of th~ whole of a Bidhmana ; for the.

pt would, in many essential points, have proved
failure.

_ What might bc expected n thg explanation of

ﬁcnﬁcml tetms fiom scholars unalded y oral in-
formation, may be leamnt fiom the three voldmes
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¥
bithetto published of the great Sanscrit Dictiomary,
compiled by Bochtlingk and Roth, The explana-
tions of thege terms there given (as well as those of
many words of the Safhitd) are nothing put guesses,
having no other foundation than the individual
opinion of a scholar who never made himself familiar
with the sacrificial art, even as far as it would be
possible in Europe, by a careful study of the com-
mentaties on the Sitras and Brihmapas, and who
appears o have® thought his own conjectures to
" be superior to the opinions of the greatest divines
of Hindostan, who were especially trained for the
sacticid® profession from times immemorial, These
defects of a work which is in other respects a
monyment of gigantic toil and labour, and on account
* of its containing numerous references and quotations
extremely useful to the small number of Sanscrit
scholars who are able to make independent rescarches,
have been already repeatedly pointed out by Professor
Theodor Goldsticker, one of the most accurate
Sanserit scholars in Europe. Although his remarks
excited the wrath principally of some savansat Berlin,
who had tried to praise up the work as a masterpiece
of perfection and ingenuity almost gpparalleled in
the history of lexicography, they are, nevertheless,
‘though in some points too severe, not quite so unde-
served and unjust, as the defenders of the Dictionary
made them to appear. Goldstiicker justly does
not only find fault wwith its gxplanation of ritual
termg, but with the meanings given to many words
i the Bamhitd. Though I am far from defending
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even the greater majority of Sdyana’s, explanations
of the more difficult words and sentences of the
Safhitd, it would have been at any rate advisable
for the comppilers of a Sanscrit Dictionary, which
includes the Vedic words, to give Siyana’s ‘expla-
nations along with their own. Even granted
that all Sayapa’s explanations are only gither
guesses of his own, or of the great Bhatt&chﬁlyas"’
before him, whose labours he principally used, they
nevertheless deserve all atiention as the opinions and
observations of men who had 2 much deeper know-
ledge of the Sanscrit language in general, -and
the rites of the Vedic religion, than any %uropean
scholar has ever attained to. It is quite erroneous to
presuppose, as the editors of the Dictionary appear
to do, that Sdyana himself made the majority of ex-
planations in his Commentary. All Pandits who
have any knowledge of the subject unanimously
assert that he used a good many predecessors, and
that comparatively few explanations arc entirely his
own. The so-called Kius'ika Bhashya is saxd to be
more ancient than that of Sayana, and also the Rava-
na Bhishya, Both are said to be still extant, bat
I have not yefgbeen able to obtain copies of them.

© Phis 1s the name of those Hindu scholars who not only learn, a8
the Bhattas do, one ~f the Vedas completely by heart, but who study
the meaning of each verseand word, 80 as to be uble to give orally the
explanation of gny passage required, 'The number of this class of
scholars who represent the Doctors of Hindu theology, ix now very
small, In this partof India, though there gre many hnndreds of parrot-
Hke ters of the sacred , there is Bt a single oné to ba found.
Some (thvea or four) ara to be at Henawes. ’Pheymbﬁy'
respected, aad, as incarnations of Brihaspati—the Pandit of the
at certain gecasions regularly warshippeds - ¥
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Seeing the great dMficulties, nay, impossibility of
attdining to anything like a real understariding of the
.sacrificial art from all the numerous books I had
collected, I made the greatest efforts to obtain oral
information from seme of those few Brahmans who
are known by the name of Shrotriyas, or Shréiptis,
and who alone are the preserversgof the sacrificial
mysteries as they descended from the remotest
times. The task was no easy one, and no Eu-
ropean scholar in this country before me ever suc-
ceeded m it. This is not to be wondered at; for the
proper knowledge of the rifual is eveiywhere in
India now rapidly dying out, and in many parts,
chiefly in those under Bnitish rule, it has already died
out. Bomdes, the communication of these mysteries
to foreigners is regarded by old devout Brahmans
(and they alone have the knowledge) as such a mon-
strous profanation of their sacred creed, and fraught
with thesmost serious conseqyences to their position,
that they can only, after’ long eflorts, and under
payment of very handsome sums, be prevailed upon
to give information. Notwithstanding, at length I
succeeded in pmcunng the assistance. of, a Shréuti,
who not only had performed the small sacriﬁces, such
as the Dars'apirnamésa Ishti, but who had even
. officiated as one of the Hotars, or Udgétars, at
several Soma sacrifices, which are now very rargly
brought. In order to obtain a thorough, understand-
of the whole course of an Ishti, and & Soma sa-
maec 1 ivduced bim (about 18 months ago), tp show
ue m‘uome secluded place in my premisés, the prin-
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cipal ceremonics. After the phace had been properly
arranged,and the necessary implements brought to the
spot, the performance began. I noted carefully every-
thing T saw during about five days, and always asked
for explanation if I did not properly comprehend it.
I was always referred to the Siitras angd the Prayogas
or pocket booksg of the sacrifici#l priest, so that no
deception could take place. All information was
conveyed to me by means of the Marathi language,
of which I had by that time already acquired a suf-
ficient knowledge for carrying on any conversation.
In this way I obtained some sort of rough knowledge
of the principal ceremonies (for they were generally
only partially, in order to save time, and rapidly
performed), which I completed afterwards«hy oral
instruction, derived from the same and some other
sacrificial priests, and Agnihotris, who had the sacri-
ficial operations performed owrthemsclves and in their
behalf. Thus I was enabled to understand the
various Siitras, and consequently the technicalities of
the Briahmanas. Therefore the explanations of sacri-
ficial terms, as given in the notes, can be relied
upon as certain; for they are neithef guesses of my
own, nor of any other Ilindu or European scholar,
but proceed from what I have myself witnessed, and
been taught by thé only men who have inherited -
e knowledge from the most ancient times. My
notes are therefore, for the most part, independent of
Séyana, for [ had almost as good sources as he himself
had. He, however, does not appear to_ have troubled
himself much with a minute study of the actual
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operations of the sacrificial priests, but derived all his
knowledge almost entirely from the Satras only.

It had been easy for me to swell by accumulation
of notes the work to double the size which it is now; °
but I confined myself to give only what ¢gias neces-
sary. The remainder I may publish at some other
occasion. » .

I have to acknowledge with many thanks the
willingness with which E. 1. Howard, Esq., Director
of Public Instruction of this Presidency, who is ever
recady to promote literary pursuits and learned re-
searches into [ndian and Iranian antiquities, under-
took the publication of the whole of this work for
Government, e will be entitled to the gratitude
of all those who may profit by the new sources of
information opened up for the first time in it.

I have also to render my thanks to Professor E. B.

- Cowell, at Calcutta, for the kindness to have
allowed me the use of his copy of the Kaushitaki
Briihmanam, and to Professor Biihler at Bombay,
for his copy of the whole Thndya Brihmanam, of
which I have hitherto been able to procure a frag-
ment only. "

. " MARTIN TIAUG.
"Poona, 22nd ‘November 1863,
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I.

On the Mantras, Brihmapas, and Sitras, and their
mutual rddationship.  Probable origin and age of
the Mantras und DBralmanas.

The Veda, or Scriptute of the Brihmans, consists,
according to the dpinion of the most eminent divines
of Hindostan, of two principal parts, viz. Mantra
and Brihmangam. All that is regarded as revelation
must be brought under these two heads. What of
the revealed word is no Mantia, that is a Brihma-
ram, and what is no Bidhmanam, must be a
Mantra.  This is the line of argument followed by
the Brahmanic theologians. DBut this does neither
make clear what a Mantra is, nor what wec
have to understand by a Brihmanam. .Both
terms are technical, and their full bearing, and
characteristic difference from one another, is to be
comprehended only from a careful study of those
®orks which bear cither of these titles. The Drah-
manical divines have, of course, not failed to give den-

aons of both, and shown what topics fall under thw
head of either.  But, as Sivana (in his preface to hie
Commentary on the Aitarcya Brihmanam) justly
remarks, all definitions of either term which were
attempted, are unsatisfactory.

v
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We have here nothing to do with the theological
definitions of these two terms; we are only con-
cerned with their meaning, from a literary point of
view. And this we can state withont reference to
Brahmanis authorities.

Tach of the four Vedas (Rik, Yajus, Saman, and
Atharvan) has a Mantra, as well as a Brahmara por-
tion. The difference between both may be Dric(ly
stated as f{ollows: That part which contains the
sacred prayers, the invocations of the different
deities, the sacred verses for chanting at the sacri-
tices, the saerificial formulas, blegsings and curses,
pronounced by priests is called mantra,' i e. the pro-
duce of thinking.  This word 1= of a very carly date;
for we tind it in the Zend-Avesta in the form of
madithra also.  Tts meaning there is that of a sacred
praver, or formula, to which a magical ¢flect was
ascribed, just as to the Vedic mantias.  Zoroaster
is called a manthran, i, e. a speaker of mantras, and
onc ol the carlicst names of the Seripture: of the
Parsis, is maithra s'peta, i.e. the holy prayer
(now corrupted to mansar spent).

This fact clearly shows, that the term m(eru m-
its proper meaning was already known at that early
period of Aryan history when the ancestors of th#
Brahmans and those of the Parsis (the ancient
Eanians) lived as brother tribes peacefully toge-
ther. This time was anterior to the combats of

! See more abont it in Goldstiicker,  Panini, his Place in Sanserit
Literature,”” page 08,
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the Devas and Asuras, which are so frequently men-
tioned in the Brihmanas, the former representing the
Hindus, the latter the Iranians.?

At this time the whole sacred knowledge was, no
doubt, comprised by the term mantra. The Brah--
maram was unknown ; and there is actually nowhere
in the whole Zend-Avesta a word 1o be found  which
conveys the same or a similar meaning which has
been atfuched 1o the word “ Brihmanam” in the
Tndian Literature,

The Brihmaam always presupposes the Mantra ;
for withont the latter it would have no meaning, nay,
its very existence would be impossible. By Brih--
manam” we have always to understand that part of
the Veda (Brahmanical r'cw-l.ntinn) which contains
speculations on the meaning of the gnantras, gives
precepts for their application, relates stories of their
origin in connection with that ol suceriticial rites, and
explains the sceret meaning of the latter. Tt s,
to say it in short, a kind of primitive theology and
phﬁ)snpby of the Brahmans.  The objects for these
theological, philosophical, grannnatical, etymologieal,
and metrical speculations were the Mantras, and the
suerifices, principally the great ones, for the perforin-
ance of which the Dralimans were actually trainedy
a custom which has obtained almost up to  ihe
present day in some parts of India (such as Ma#hi-
rashtra). .

2 fee my Issavs on the Saered Language, Writings, and Religion
of the Parsis, pp. 82020,
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Etymologically the word is derived from brakumdn
which properly signifies the Brahma priest who must

Y Brahmin is derived from brahma. This is an abstract noun,
m the neuter gender, of a root brik (orizindl form barh), to which
the two meanings ‘ to raise,” and “to grow” are given hy the
Taodian grammatiaus.  The latter thought both meaniugs ro irrecon-
eileable that they substitated two roots brih,  But there ix certainly
no neecessity for that.  What grows, becomes bigger, and highery
aned thus “rising in heioht,” is a necessary consequence of growth.
1t is, however, very douhtiul whether the root brik withont a pre-
position (such as wd) can convey the meaning *“ to raise.” The
mmeaning ¢ to grow >’ is at any rate the original one. Thus derived
bLralura means orviei ally “growth.”” That this vus the erginal
scinse of the word can be proved from other reasons alvo. Brahma
13 the same word, in every respect, as the baresme f the Zend-
Avesta, the 7 of Sauserit being changed according to the phonetieal
laws of the Zend grammar, into a sibilant.  This meaus a bunch of

. wwtes tied tocether by a reed which is used np to the present day
by the Pavst priests when performing the Homa ceremony. The
tralimans use at all their saenfices a buneh of kusa grass which is
al~o tied together.  They eall it Fedo (see As'v. ST, 8. 1, 11
vedam palnyde pradiya vichayet i. e, after having handed over
te the wife of the sacrificer that buuch of kusa grass, which is
valled Veda,”he Rould make her repeat this wmantra, &c). Veda
1 a svynonymous word for brahme; for the latter term is ofien
explained by veda (50 does Kaiyata in his notes on DPataijali’s
explanation of Pinini’s Sitra G, 3, 86, in the Mahdbhishya), and
thus identified with the designation of tho whole hody of sacred
koowlsdgze of the Brahmans, Tu the Nighantavas, the ancient col-
Iection of Vedie words, brakma oceurs twice, once as ¢ . amg for
¢ food ” (2, 7), and another time as that for © wealth.” Both®hese
wieanings, principally the former, can easily e conneeted with that
of “growth.” They appear to be founded on passages of the
Brihmanas, where is said, that the Bralma is food.  In the Safbhita,
however, these meanings are never te be met with; but from this
eircumstance it certainly does mot follow that they never existed,
Tle meaning attached to the word in the Sambita appears to be that
® “sacred hymn, chaut.” sayana cxplains it often by stotra, i. e.
the performance of the Sima chanters (see hiy Commentary on
Rizveda, 7, 22, 9) or oy &tolrdni havimshicha (7,23, 1) i, e. chants
anﬁ"bﬂ‘eringq. This meaning i, however, not the original one, and
does even in the Samhué hardly eapress its proper sense. It cannot
be an equivalent cither for wantra, or siman, or sto!ram, or harvis,
and ifit appiar to be used in one of these senses, it meavs their
sommon source ; tor the hymn, repeated by the Hotar, as well as
the chant of the 8ama singers, and the oblations given to the fire
oy the Adhvaryu, are all cqually wade sacred by means of their
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know all Vedas, and understand the whole course
and meaning of the sacrifice.  1leis supposed to be a
perfeet master of divinity, and has in this capacity to
direet and superintend  the  saerificial ceremonies.
The most emivent of this class of priests laid down
rules for the proper performance of sacrificial rites,
*explained them, and defended their own opinions, ou
such topies against those of their antagoenists ; more-
over they delighted in speculations on matters of a
more universal character, on this life, and that life,
on the best means of securing wealth, progeny, fame,
heaven, &e., on mind, =oul, salvation, the Supreme
Being; the dictum of such a Brahma priest who
passed as a great authority, was called a Brakmanam.

L
participation in the brahma. Such expressions as, “to make the
brahma,”” ““to stiv up the bralma,”’ (brehma jinratr) throw some
gzl on its natwre, They show (as one may elearly see from sueh
passages as Tattirya Braimagam 1, 1) that it was regavded as
4 latent power, hike eloenicity, which was to he stirred up at the
time of the pedforumnee of a ecremony.  ‘Iie apparatns were the
saered  vessels, or the hymus, or ehants. Sy, at a  certain
ceremony at the morning libation of the Sowa feast, the Adhvarya
and"Pratipasthitar put the two Grahax (Soma enps), ealled S'ubra
and Manthi (see Ait. Br. 3, 1) tosether, and address .them in - the
following way, ¢ I'ut, yo two (Grahas'! toxether the Bralma,
may ye stirdt up for me,” &ec. (Twutfir. Br. 1,1). This evidently
means, that these two Grahas are put together for the purpose of
elieiting the Biabma-power, and all the other powers, dependent
upon it, such as the Kshattram, &e. Tho presenee of the brakme
at every serifice is néeessavy ; for it ix the invisille link conneeting
the ceremony performed with the fruits wished for, such asy sove-
reienty, leadership, cattle, food, &e.

It is, as we have seen, syrbolically represented by a bune of
kus'a grass, which is always wandering from one person to another,
“as lomg as the sagrifiee lausts. It expresses the productive power 1n
nature, which mniﬁ-sh itself'in the gronth of plants, and all other
ereatures,  The sacrificer wishes by means of the mystical process
of the sacrifiee to pet hold of it; for ouly then he is sure of obtaining
auy thivg he might wish for.
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Strictly speaking, only the rule regarding the pertorus-
ance of a particular rite,* or the authoritative opinion:
on a certain "point of speculative theology went by
this name, and we have accordingly in the works
called Brahmanas, nothing more or less than collec-
tions of the dicta of those Brahma priests on the
topics mentioned.  Afterwards the torm Brahmenam,
which originally signified only a singic dictum. wa-
applied to the whole colleetion.

in a still more comprehensive sense we have 1o
anderstand by ‘¢ Brahmana,” a whole kind of Titera-
ture, including the so-called Avanyakas and  Upa-
shads .

tiach Veda has a Bralunaram, or collection ot the
dicg of Brahma priests, of its own. But thoy also
show in style, expression, line of argument, and ob-
WI&g(lcncy of their speculations, such o closc
g M even identity, that the common origin
of all Brahmanas is indisputable.  They owe maly
their origin to those DBrahmans who con-tituted
themsclves into regular sacrificial coneresati,gs, 1w
wder to perlorm the so-called Sattras or sacriticial
sesstons, some of which could last for mamy  vears,
The legendary history of Tndia knows of such sessions
which are said to have lasted for one hundred, undd
vver one thousand years.” Though these  reports

— r -

K

© Fooare, for instanee. the rules aiven for th repet on of tae,
Durgivram (4, 1) guoted a~ a ** I damanam @i G205 s
13y B2,
fee Mahdblidrara 3, 10513 S Wi
See Ma iarata 3, 10013, where a Sattra, Ish4ikite v tan.
» mentioned w9 lasting tor one thons il veqr-
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arc extravagant, they undoubtedly show that there
was a time in [lindustun when large  bodies ot
Brahmans spent alinost their whole lives in sacri-
ficine,  This tn,u, is to he sought for at a very early
period of fndian histor v; for the Brihmanas with
their frequent allusions and vefereuces to the Sattras
Bf the Rishis on the banks ol the Sarasvati, and
those held by the half mythical Afiairas, and by the
Adityas (a class of gods), or even by the cows, trecs,
snakes, &c., presuppose their existence from times
munemorial.  Likewise we tind in the Mabibharata
frequent mention made of these sacrificial sessions
which constitute one of the characteristic features
of the carlicst Brahmanic setudenients in the north-
west of Hindostan,  Itis chielly at these Sattras
that we have to look for the development and re-
finement of the sacrficial  art, and 1hoﬂcst:ibl
ment of certain rules regarvding the p(:rlb’rm' '
sacrtlicial ecoemonies.

Wica the Brahmanas were brousht into that foem
wwhich we possess them now, not only  the whoie
hatdpa (4. e, the way of pertorming the sacriticial core-
monics) was settled, save some minor poiu(,s, but
even ll' svinbolical and mystieal mes wming of the
majoritv of vites, Lt took, no doubt, muny centuries
Detoro the almost endless maoamber of rites and  cere-
moentes, and their bowildering complications coulyd
torm ‘h(-m%'h'o% into  wuch a regnlar system ol
saentieial tules, as we find aliendy ealibited in the
Brahmayas.  For the Sauas which Lelong Lo cach
cluss of Brahimuas veneraliv comain notinne novel,
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no innovation in the saerificial art; they supply ouly
the edlernal form to a system which is already com-
plete in the DBrihmanus, and scrve as text hooks to
the sacrificial priests. dnd even in!h('ir arranecement
they follow often their Brabmanas {0 which they

belone.  So for instance the fourth, fifth, and th
Adhyayas of the Axvalayana Siteas, which treat of
the Aenishioma, Soma sucrifice. and it moditica-
tions, Uktlrva,  Sholash, and  Atiratra,  ciosely
correspond 1o the three first hooks, wnd the two first
chaprerz of the fourth, of the Airueva Brahmagan .

and the seventh and cighth Ndbviva of those Ritas
treat evactly of the same suljects, as the three last
chapters of the Tourth book, and the fiith and
<isth books of owr Brahmagam, viz. on the various
parts of the Sattras, or sacrificial sessions,  and
the numerous recitations reguived  for  their per-
formance.  In mauy passaces, the Atareya Brih-
manam and the A<valavana Sutras even literally
aerce.  The latter could, from their very natvre a5 o
“ h'l‘ili‘_" of rules™ for the guidunce of the s cificial
priests, dispense with abnos#all the numerous  spe-
culatipns of the meaning and elleet of certain verses
and rites, and all points of coutroversy ig which
some of the Brihmapas abound; but as regards
the actual performance of rites, what muntras weré
mquired at certiin oceasions, and in what wav
they were to be repeated, the Sitras mugf give much
more_detail and be fur more complete” than the
Bmhm.n s, From this nature of both classes of
works, and the relation in which they stand to one
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ancther, it would not be difficult to show, that both
wight have originated at the same time,  Panini
distinguishes between old and new Brahmanas as well
ae between old and new Kalpa works (Sutras).  The
strict distinetion between a Brilhmana and Sitia
peried is, on a closer inquiry, hardly tenable. The
Brahmanas were only more complete collections of
the sanee traditional stock which was in existence on
the sacrificial art and its meaning than the Sitras,
which were compiled for practical purposes only.

We may safely conclude from the complicated na-
ture and the multitude of the Bralminicul sacrifices
which were already developed and almost complete at
the tine of the composition of the Vedic hymns, not
only at that of the Brihmanas, that the compilation
ol sacriliciul manuals containing all the rules for the
actual performance of the dutics of a certain®class
of pricsts (such as the Hotris or repeaters of the
Rik verses, the Udgitris, the chanters of the Rik
verses, and the Adhvaryus, the manual lubourers and
sacred cooks), was quite necessury at a very carly
time. certainly not posterior to the collection of the
Mantras aud the dicta of the DBrahma priests into
scparate works,

The S{tras contain many special rules which will
be in vain sought for in the Briahmaras, hut which
arc there simply presupposed. 8o we do not firds
for instance, the description of the Dars"apimama ishti
‘the New and Full Moou saulhcc), or that of the
Chaturmnacya-ishti, in the Aitareya Drihmanam,
though their names are cecasionally mentioned, but
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we find them in the As'validyana Satras.  The recital
of the Simidheni verses (required when kindling the
fire at the commenceggent of any sacrificial rite) is
brielly mentioned in the Brihmanas, but minutely
described in the Sutras (1,2). That they were left
out in the Brihmanam cannot be accounted for by
assuming that their exposition was alien to the pur-
pose ol its author, or that they were unknown to him,
but only by believing, that they were regarded as too
trivial matters, too commonly known to deserve any
special notice on his part.  Certain modifications in
repeating mantras (required at the great Soma sacri-
fices), suchas the Diirohanam, the Nydilha, the
peculiar construction and repetition of the Sholus't
aud Valakiilya Shastras, &e. are in the Brihmanam
almost as minuately and accurately described, as we
{ind ehem in the Sitras (compare, for instance, Ait.
Br.4, 19 with As'v. 871.85.8,2).  This clearly shows
that the authors of the Brihmanas knew as well all
the details of the sacrificial art, as the compilers of
the Siawras.  The circnmstance that many sac.s ihings,
asx the recital of the Sfimidheni verses, &c¢. were
left out in the Brihmanam, though they are ncither
very simple to comprehend, nor were they unknown,
entitles us to assume that they were taught in sepa-
rate treatizes, which could be Lothing clse than works
like the present Satras. ’ .

The Sdtras which we possess at present are, no
doubt, posterior to the Brahmanas to which they
belong; Dbat there is every reason to believe that
there werc Satras more ancient, and simple in their
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stvle, which served the authors of the present ones as
sources ol information,, and these works may have
been coeval with the nwjorityt our Bralmanas.

Althongh we cannot discover any material diflerence
between the Briahmanas and the Sifras =0 as to
regatrd the latter as developing and systematizing the
ideas contained in the former, as is the easc with the
Vedinta philosophy in reference to the Upanishads,
yet there exists one hetween the Brahmanas, and the .
Mantras and hymns.,  This difference iz, however,
notvery great, and can be acconnted for partially from
other canses than that of age.  Already the hymns
presuppose a settled ritnal, and contain many specu-
lative ideas similar to those of the Brahmanas.

Some scholars hold that the occurrence of sacri-
ficial terms, or of philosophical and mystical ideas
are snggestive of the Tate date of the hymn in which
they are found. But these circumstances do by no
means afford any cure test as to the relative age of
the Vedic hymns.  One has even drawn a striet line
of dixtinction betweena Mantra and Chhandus period
assivning to the former all the sacrifictal hymns, to
the latler those expressive of religious and devo-
tional feelings in general, without any reference to
sacrificial rites. But I have grave doubts whether

“this distinction will prove tenable on further inqui-
ries, chiefly il this question as to the age of a cér-
tain hymn is made entitely to depend upon what
period (the Mantra or Clhhandas period) it might
belong to. There are sacrificial hymns which, to
judge from their style and their general ideas, must
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be as ancient as any which have been assigned to
the Chhandas period. .

I may instance heme the hymn required at the
horse sacrifice (Rigveda, 1, 162) and the NablAuce-
dishtha Sikta (10, 61; on its origin, sec Ait. Br.
5, 14). The former is assigned by Max Miiller ®
to the Mantra period (between 1000-800) on no
other ground but because of its containing techni-
cal terms of the sucrificial art.  But this reason
is certainly not suflicient to make it Jate.  On
the contrary its rather unpolished style, it¢ poor
imagery, its beginning with the invocation” of the
most ancient  trind  of Indian  gods, Mitra,
Varuna, and dryaman, the very names of which
deities are even to be met with kindred nations,
such as the Tranians and Greeks, the mentioning of
several sacrificial priests by obsolete and uncommon
names,—all these circwmstances combined tend to
show, that it is rather one of the carliest #han one of
the latest productions of Vedic poetrv. We find
in it the sacrificial art, if compared with its descrip-
tion in the Brahmanas, in its infancy, yet containing
all the cerms of the later system.  Because of almost
all incidents altendant upona sacrifice being men-
tioned in this hymn, it affords us the best means for
mvestigating into *he extent and development of the’
safrificial art at the time of its composition. Let us
point out some of the most remarkable facts which
may be elicited from it. °

¢ Uistory of Afeient Sansciiv Literature, page 553,
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In the fifth verse the names of the performiny
pricsts are mentioned. They are only six in number,
viz. Hotar, Adhraryu, Avaylj, Agrimindha, Gri-
vagrabla, and Samster. Four of these names are
quite wicommon or obsolete, Avaydj is the Prati-
prasthatar, Agnimindha (the fire-kindler) the Agni-
dhra, Grivagribha the Grivastut, and Saistar the
Maitrivaruna of the Brihmanas., The small number
of priests at the horse sacrifice (asvamedha), which
was at later times, as we may learn from descriptions
given of it in the epic poems, the greatest, most
compli®ated and costly which the Brahmans used to
perform, must surprise, principally if we consider, that -
the Agnishtoma, which was the most simple Soma
sacrifice, required fog its performance already at the
time of the Brahmanas, and even anterior to it,
sixtecen officiating priests.

There can he no doubt that in the most ancient
times a comparatively small number of priests was
sufticient for the performance of a simple animal «r
Soma sacrifice. "The two most ancient offices were
those of the 1lotar and Adhvaryu; they were known
already when the ancient Iranians separated from the
ancestors of the Ilindus; for we easily recogmse
them by the names Zota and Rathwi (now corrupted
“to Raspi) in the Zend-Avesta.

The Pratiprasthitar appears to have been®n
assistant of the Adhvaryu from a very remote
time; for we find the two As’vins called the
two Adhvaryus (Ait. Br. 1,18), by which ex-
pression we can only understand the Adhvaryu and
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his constant assistant the Pratiprasthiitar. That
there was a plurality -of Adhvaryus already at the
time of the Rishis, we may learn from several pas-
sages of the Samhita of the Rigveda (2,37,2;8, 2, 4).

The fourth priest here mentioned is the Agnidhra;
for by the term Agnimindha we can only under-
stand him. Ilis office appears to be very old and
he is once mentioncd by his very name Agnidhra
in a Vedic song (2, 36, 4). Besides we meet with
the well known formula which he has, as the pro-
tector of the sacrifice, to repeat as often s the
Adhvaryu commences a set of oblations fccom-
‘panied by the Anuvikyd and Yijyd mantras of the
Ilotar. This is astu sraushat (1, 139, 1), which he
has to repeat when the Adhvargu calls upon him to
do so, hy the formula 6 s'ravaya.” Before he repeats
it, he takes a wooden sword, called sphya® into his
hand, and ties round it twelve stalks of kusa grass,
called idhmasannahandni (what'is ticd round the
wood) making three knots (trisandhana). He r.inst
hold it up as long as the principal oflerings last, from

7 This formula is repeated just before the commencement of the
so-called l‘my:‘;jns. As'val. 8T, 8. 1, 4, gives the following rules :
Adhvaryur ds'rivayati pratydsrivayed dgnidhrah, i. e. the Adh-
varyu calls, & fravaya, towhich the Agnidhra responds by astu
frdushat. Both formulas are mentioned or alluded to in two Sfitras
of Panini (8, 2, Y1-92), who teaches that the first vowel in $dushat,
nnd the first and second 1n 0 $rdvaya are to be pronounced in
the]jlum way, . e. with three moras. Regarding &'riushat Asval.
gives the same rule (astw &'raushal iti aukaram pluvayan) but
‘the pronunciation of ¢ S'rdvaye he does not particularly mention.

8 Other interpretations have heen gwcn of this word by European
scholars. But being mysclf in possession of a sphya, and having seen
its use at the sacrifice, I can prove beyond any doubt, that it isa

wouden sword.
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the time of the beginning of the Prayijas till the
Svishtakrit is over. The purpose of this act as ex-
plained by the Shrotriyas (sacrificial priests) of the
present day is to keep the Rakshas and evil spirits away
from the sacrifice. Now the whole ceremony, along
with the formulas used, resembles so closely what
is recorded in the Zend-Avesta of the angel S'raosha
(now called Serosh), that we can fairly conclude that
the office, or at any rate the dutics, of the Agnidhra
pricstsewere already known to the Aryas before the
Iranians separated from the Indians. Serosh, as
may be seen from the Serosh Yasht (Yusna 57), ®olds
in his hand a sword (smaithis) in order to fight.
against the Devas, and to kecp them awagy from the
creation of Ormazd. Ile first spread the sacrad grass
or twigs ; he first repcated (fras'rdvayat) the sacred
prayers. Ilis very name S7aoshe reminds of the
call s'raushat,  One of the gduties of the Agmdhra,
or Agnit, was to kindle the fire. Such an office is
known also to the Parsi ritual. Tt is that of the
Atarevaksho, i. e. who feeds the fire, a name often
applied to the Rathwi, in which we have recognised
the Adhvaryu.

The fifth priest is the Gravagrébha, a name no
further mentioned in other Vedic books. Siyana
“identities him with the Grvastut? of the ceremonial
of the Brahmanas. The office of the latter ®to
repeat the Pavaminya verses when the Soma juice
is being prepared. But the name Grdvagrabha

90n his office, sce 6, 1-2, pp. 379-80,
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uuplies more, for it means, one who holds, or seizes
the Grivanas 1 (Soma squeczing stones). This is
done by the Adhvaryu himself. In’ancient times
the Soma juice was very likely extracted by that
pricst who had to repeat the mantras for the purifi-
cation of the Soma juice, that is, by the Grivastut.
Such a priest who was engaged in the preparation of
the Soma (Homa) juice is also known in the Zend-
Avesta. His name theve is kavanan, M i, e. one who
makes or prepares the kavana = sawana * libagon.”
The sixth priest mentioned in the As'vamedha
hym® is the S'wiistar, i. e. the repeater of Shastras.
This is no doubt the Maitravaruna of the later ritual,
e is sveral times mentioned by the name of
L1 as'dstar in ogher passages of the Samhith (1, 94, 6)
and in the Brihmanas. Sfiyana takes the same view.
Besides the names of the ofliciating priests, we
have to examine some of the technical terms of the
sacrificial art. In the 15th verse we find the expres-

'“&ce the note onm the preparation of the Soma to 7, 32
P 488-90,

! Sec Vidparad 3, 1. The tern havana occurs in the Githis for
Hone (Yasna, 10), That it means the same as the Vedie sivane
with which 4t is identical follows unmistakeably from the context.
A fraturem havanem and an uparem huvanem, thatis, a first and
~eeond libation, are even distinguished (Yasna 10, 2 ed. Westerganrd),
The fratarem havanen. is the pritah savanam, i. ¢. morning libation
of the 1itual hooks; the « rarem, i. e. latter, following, corresponds
to ghe mudhyanding savanam. The Parsi priests prepare up to
{i. present day actually the Homa juice fwice when performing the
Howa ceremony.  The first preparation takes place before the Zota
{the Hotar of the Bralunans) appears; the second commences at
'L heeinning of the proper cercmony, and is finished along with it.
The Zota drinks the Homa which was prepared first by the Raspi
(Adivaryu); that one prepared during the ceremony is thrown inte
. well us a hiod of offering.
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stons, ishtam, vitam, abhigirtwn, vashatkritem, which
all refer to the repetition of the Yajyd mantra by
the Hotar when the Adhvaryu is ready to throw the
offering into the fire. JZshicum is the technical term
for pronouncing the Yijya mantra itself; ebhigartam,
which is the same as dgirfam, signifies the formula
ye yajimahe (generally called dywr) which always
precedes the Yajyi verse; vashathritam is the pro-
nunciation of the formula l(lllb/ult at the end of the
Yaj¥d verse; vitam refers to the formula Agne viki,
which follows the vashuthdara, and is itsclf followed
by another vashathdra (the so-called Anuvashatkara).

Let us now sum up the evidence furnished by
this sacrificial. hymn as bearing upon the history of
the sacrificial art in its relationship to the mass ot
other Vedic songs on the onc, and to ®e Brahmanas
on the other side.

In examining the names of the officiating priests,
we can here giscover only two classes instead of the
four, known to other Vedic hymns, and principally
to the Brahmanas. We have only Adhvaryus and
Hotris, but no Brahma priests, and no Udghtris
(chanters). Without the two latter classes no solemn
sacrifice at which Soma was used could be per-
formed even at a time far anterior to the Brihmanas.”
"“There is no doubt, the introduction of each of these
two classes marks a new epoch in the historymof
the sacrificial art, just as the separation of the
offices of Adhvaryu and Iotar in the ante-Vedic
times, indicates the first U in the development ot
the art of sacrificing. At that carly time when the
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bramans left their Indian brethren on account of a
hitter religions contest, which is known in the Brah-
nianias as the struggle between the Devas and Asuras,
alrcady the offices of an Adhvaryu and Hotar were
distinet, as we may learn from the Zend-Avesta,
which exhibits the religion of the Asuras (Ahura
reitcion, its professors  calling  themselves «huro-
thisho=asvra-diksha, i. e. initiated inte the Asura
rites), ’

Dt the oflices of Udgatris and that of the Brahma
priests were not known to the Aryas at that time ; they
were introduced subsequently after the separation.
_Jumany Vedie hymns we find, howéver, the dutics
prizeipally of the former class (the chanters) men-
tind. They are often juxtaposed with those of the
Hotars.  The'term for the performance of the Hotri-
pricsts is s'ans, to praise, recite; that for that of the
Udeatyis stu or gdi to sing (see, for instance, Rigveda
Sath+,1,1;6,62,5; 06, 69,2-3); bc§ides the tech-
jocs nnmes aktha=Shastra and Stome, sin:a, are
lie¢uently to be met with (see 8, 1,155 3, 3. 6, 6,3;
i, v: 14,115 6,24,7 &c.) Now the absence of all
sucl terms, indicatory of the functions of the Udgi-
t:1~ (chanters) in the As’vamedha hymn is certainiy
renwarkable.  Their not occurring might, perBaps, be
accourted for by the supposition, that the chanters
we not required at the horse sacrifice. Tt is true
several smaller sacrifices, such as the Dars’apirna-
masi.. the Chiturmisya Ishtis and the animal sacri-
hee (it performed apart without forming part of a
Somw sacrifice) are perforﬁled without any chanting ;
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but for Soma sacrifices of whatever description, the
chanters are as indispensable as the Hotars. That
the As'vamedha was connected with a Soma sacri-
fice'? alrcady at the time of the composition of the
hvmn in question, undogptedly follows from the
office of Grévagrabha being mentioned init; for this
pm,st ifonly required for the extracting of the Soma
Juice, and ha® nothing whatever to do% ith anv other
sucrificial rite. The mentmnmo‘ of the Samstar
(Maitravaruna) is another indication that the As'va-
medha already at that early time was accompanied
by a Soma sacrifice.  For one of the principal dutics
of the Maitrivaruna, who may be called the first
assistant of the llotar, is to repeat Shastras, which
are only required at Soma sacrifices as the necessary
accompanmncnts of all chants. *

Besides the Udghtris we miss the class of the
Brahma priests, viz. Brahmd, Brahmanachamsi, and
Subrahmanya, whose services are required at all
creat sacrifices.  The Brahma can not, even at small
sacrifices, such as the Darsapurnamasa Ishti, be
dispemed with. The Brihmanéichamsi and Subrah-
manyi are at bnm’l sacrifices as indispensable as the
Maitravaruna ; the first has to repeat also Shastras
for the chants, the latter to invite every day Indra to
the Soma feast (sce the note to 6, 3, pp. 382-84).

'The introduction of the Brahma priest marks %
doubt 2 new cra &1 the history of the sacrificial art

2 According to A-ral. 8T. Sitras (10, ¢) there are three Sows
days (sutyenr) requred ful' the notse suerifice
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for to judge from the nature of his duties as super-
intendent of the sacrifical cercmonies, he was only
necessary at a time when the sacrifice had become
alrcady very complicated, and was liable to many
mistakes. The origin of ghe office dates carlier than”
the Braihmgpas.  Unmistakeable traces of it are to he
found already in the Suhité of the Rigveda® In one
passage 1, 10, ?, the Brabma pricsts (hMhnuinas) arc
Juxtaposed with the Ilotris (arkinak) and Udghtris
(gayatrinak). 'They are there said to “ raisc Indra
Jjustas (oneraises) a reed.” Similarly we find together
géyata chant, swis’ala praise, and brahma krizata
make the Brahma (8, 32, 17). In-10, 91, 10 the
Brahma is mentioned along with other priests also,
such as the Potar, Neshtar, &c.  The little work done
by the Brahméi priests, or rather their édleness, is
mentioned, 8, 92, 30, “ do not be as lazy as a Brahmd
pricst” (mo shu brakmeva tandrayur bhuvak). That the
Brahmi priests were thus reproached may clearly be
scen from Ait. Brahm. 5, 34. The Brahmi prlest is
the speaker 8t expounder of religious matters (10,71,
11:117, 8), in which capacity they became the authors
ot the Braihmanas. That the Brahmai was expected to
know all secret things may be inférred from several
passages (10, 85, 3; 16; 35 ; 3G). Brihaspati, the
teacher of the gods, is also called drakmd (10, 143, 3);
and Agni is honoured with the same name (7, 7, 5),
as well as his pious worshippers of old, the so-called
Afigirasah (7, 42, 1). Sometimes e name significs
the Brahman as distinguished from the Kshattriya
(brakmani rajani vd 1, 108, 7).
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[t is certainly remarkable, that none of the Brahmni
priests is to be found among the priests enumerated
in the As'vamedha hymn, and we may safely con-
clude, that their oflices were not known at that time.
The word brakma (neuter) #@self occurs in it (in the
seventeegdh verse), “ It any one in order to make
thee sit *d thee harm by kicking thee with his heels,
or striking thee with a whip violently so that thou
didst snort, T cause all to go ofl' from thee by mcans
of the Brahma, just as I make flow (the drops of
melted butter) by means of a Sruch (sacrificial spoon)
over the piece which is among the rcady-made otfer-
ings (adhvareshit).” Brahma has here very likely
its original meaning, ¢ the sacrificial grass” or a cer-
tain bunch of it (see the note on pages 4, 5).  For the
meaning “prayer,” which is here given to it by Siyana,
does not suit the simile.  In order to understand it
fully, one has to bear in mind that the Adhvaryu after
having cooked and made ready any oflering (Purodéis’a
or flesh, or Charu, &c.) generally pours from a Sruch
some drops of melted butter over it. Now the
brakma by means of which the priest is to soothe all
injury which the sacrificial horse may have received
from kicking orstriking, is compared with this Sruch ;
the drops of melted butter are then the several stalks
of the-bunch of the sacrificial grass, required at all sa-
crifices and their taking out, and throwing away (&s
is done at all sacrifices, see note 8 to page 79Y) 1is
compared to the flowing of the drops from the
sacrificial spoon.
Not only is the number of priests less, hut the
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ceremonies are also more simple. It appears from
verse 15th, that there was no Puronuvikyé or intro-
ductory mantra required, but the Yijyi alone was
suflicient. The latter consisted already of the same
parts as in the Brahman®, viz. the Agur, the Yijyi
amantra, the Vashatkara and Anuvasha!ka’w“ﬂec note
32 to page 95, page 126, and note 11 to pag¢1:33-34).
The Agur or the introductory formula ye yajimahe
t. e. “ what (gods are), those we worship by sacrific-
ing,” is v'ery ancient, and seems to go hack cven
hevond the properly so-called Vedic times ; for we:
mect it even with the same name already in the Zend-
Avesta (see note 11 to page 134); even a large
number of the Parsi prayer formulas commence with
it up to this day, viz. yazdmaidé, The Vashatkara
or the call edushat, and the Anuvashatkira, or the
second call vdushat preceded by Ague rihi, i e.
“ Agni eat (the food)” must be also very old, though
we do not find any trace of them in the Parsi ritual,
which circumstance can be, howewgr, casily agi « ted
for. The first call vdushat being required in the
very moment of the offering heing thrown iuto the
fire, and the second at once after it, there was no
occasion for them at the Zoroastrian sacrifices; for
the priests are not allowed to throw flesh, or Homa,
or even cakes int~ the fire; they have only to*show
thgir ofterings to the sacred clement. In the Suii-
hiti itself, the Vashatkdra is frequently mentioned,
and in hymns which show by no means a modern
origin (sce 1, 14, 8; 120,4; 21,5; 7,14, 3; 15,6;
99, 7 &c); some of them apparently allude to the
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Anuvashatkara, (so, for instance, 7, 156, semdm vetu
vashathritim, may he eat this piece offered by the
call vdushat ! vi (in vihi) being one of the character-
istic terms of the Anuvashatkire).

" From all we have seen as yet it clearly follows
that the As’vamedha hymn is by no means a late,
but a very early production of Vedic poetry, and
that consequently a strict distinction between a
Chhandas and Mantra period, making the former by
about two hundred years older than the latter, is
‘hardly admissible.

The same result is to be gained from a more close
examination of other pre-eminently sacrificial hymns,
which all would fall under the Mantra period. There
being here no occasion to investigate into all hymns
of that character, I will only herc make some remarks
on the Nabhanedishtha hymms (10, 61-62). Their
history is given in the Ait. Brhhm. itself (5, 14).
They are traced to Manu, the prdgenitor of the human
race, who gave them to his son Nibhinedishtha.
He should communicate them to the Aiigiras; for
enabling them to perform successfully the ceremonies
of the sixth day (in the Shalaha, see note 9 to page
279), and receive all their property as a sacrificial
reward.

" This whole story appcars to have no other founda-
tion'® but the two hymns themselves, principally

W It is to he found also with little difference in the Taittirivs
Samhita 3, 1, 0, 4-6. Instead of the two Siktas (hymns) Ma
there is emd to hmc given his son a Brihmanam ou a certain
concerning the share of Rudra in the Soma libation, to help t
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latter. The first is very difficult to understand, the
second is on the whole simple. Both are by tradi-
tion ascribed to Nabhfinedishtha, the son of Mann,
whose existence is very doubtful.  They differ so
much in style, that they cannot have the same author.
Several traits of the legend, however, are to be found
in them. The refrain of the first four verses of 10, 62
which is addressed to the Afigiras, “receive the son
of Manu” re-occurs in the legend ; also the gift of a
thousand.” In a verse of the former (10, 61, 18) the
word ndbhdnedishtha oceurs, but it does not mean
there a human, but some divine being. I ciye the
18th and 19th verses in translation,

(18) * His relative, the wealthy Nabhanedishtha
who, directing his thoughts towards thee, speaks on
looking forward (as follows) ¢ this our navel is the
highest ; as often as required I was behind him “(the
Nabhanedishtha on earth).” ”

(19) This is my navel, here is what resides with
me; these gods are mine; I am evervthing. i hose
whoe are tirst. born, and those who are horn for «a
second tinte (by reproduction),—the cow milked that
(seed) from the truth, (and) they are horn.”!

From these two verses as . well as from
several others in it (principully 2 and 5-8 de-
scribing Prajapati’s illicit  intercourse with  his

Afgiras to beaven. The ““sixth day ” is not mentioned in it. The
man m a “ blackish dress ”” of the Aitareya Br, is here culled Rudra.

4 The explanation given by Sayana of these difficult verses is very
artificial. Ile tries to get out of the hymm everywhere the stary
told of Nibhanedishtha in the Ait. Br. 5, 14.
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daugbter, sce Ait.” Br. 3, 33) we may clearly
‘perceive that Nébhénedishtha and  the hymn in
question refer to generation.  This view is [fully
corroborated by the application ol it at the sacffice,
us ;‘.\'pnllll(l(td by the Brahmanam, and as even pre-
supposed in the hymn itsell. .

We know from various passages of the Brihmanas,
that one of the principal acts of the sacrificial priests
was to make a new body to the sacrificer, aund pro-
duce him ancw by mantras, and various rites, by
making him mystically undergo the same process to
which he owed his natural life.  So,, for instance.
the whole Pravargya ceremoeny (sce note'l to pages .
41-43), the A)y: zmd‘l"u-ngu Shastras (sge Ait. Br.
92, 35-38; 3,2) of the morning libation, and the so-
~alled Shilpa Shastras (6, 27-31) of the Hotri-priests
a®intended for this purpose.  Of the latter the two
Niabhanedishtha hymns foim the two first parts, re-
presenting the seed eliused, and its transformation to
an embryosin its rudest Mate (see 6, 27).  Nabhaue-
dishtha is the sperm when effused; after baving
undergone some change in the wombg it is called
Narasamsat®  That the hymn originadly had such
a mystical sense, is evident from the two. first

verses ¢

15 This idea must be very oldg for we find an unmistake:blo @hee
of it in the Zoroastrian tradition.  Ro we 1l in the Bundehesh (page
80 in \Westergaard’s edition of the Pehlevi text) that the angel Nevio-®

* sengr (nerioseng yazd = nards'aisa pajata in Sanserit) intercepted
the three particles of sperm which Zorouster ix said to have ouee lost,
and out of which the three eveat prophets, Oshadar (him:), Oshadar
mdh, and Sosiosh ure expeeted to spring at the end of the world.

d - 2
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(1) “May thisawful Brahma, which he (Prajapati)
thus skilfully- pronounced in words at the congregation,
at the assembly, fill the seven Hotars on the day of
coolihg (the sacrificial food), when his (the sacri-
ficer’s) parents (and other) liberal men (the priests)
are making (his body).”

-

(2) “Ile established (as place) for the reception
of his gift the altar (vedi), destroying and ejecting
the enemy with his weapons. (After having thus made
the place safe) he then hastily under a very loud cry
poured.forth his sperm in one continnous {strcam).”

The meaging of these two verses can only be the
following : the poct who was go doubt a sacrificial
pricst him@ell wishes, that the hymn which he regards
as a revelation from Prajipati, who repeated it at the
great sacrificial session which he is so frequergly
said to have held, may fill the seven Hotri-piests
when they, with the same liberality as Prajipati
(when he poured forth his sperm) are like pavents
making by their hymns the new celestial body to
the sacrificer. ,The place for rcception of the seed
poured out @ystically in prayer by the Ilotars, is the
altar ; for standing near it (ar¥l even gouching it with
their feet) they repeat the mantras.” The reason that
they have to regard the Vedi as the safe receptacle
of the sced, is to be sought for in the antccedent of
P.';ﬁpatf, who piepared it for the purpose, defending

Nerioseng clothed the said sperins with lustre and strength (roanns.
Zor), and handed them over to Anghit (the Persian Venus) to look
at them. They are puarded azainst the altacks of the Devas (the
Indian gods) by YU1,909 Fiohurs (a kiud of angels).
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L]
it against the attacks f encmies. After having

made it safe, he poured ow his seed whence then all
creatures sprang (sce Ait. Br. 3, 34). ]

Nibhéinedishtha is, according to the verses ahove
¢(uoted, the jeavenly guardian of all germs of genera-
tion ; all, gods, men, beasts, &c. come from him,
ITis assistance is required when the sacrificial priests
arc producing the new celestial body of the sacrificer.
Ie looksglown from heaven at his relative, that is,
the seeds containihg the germ of new life poured out
mystically by the lotars in their prayers. His navel
is the centre of all births in the universe; as being
ncarest (“ rearest to the navel’ is the litcral meaning of
ndbhanetlishtha) he is the guar.dian of all seeds. Lver
seed on carth has only effect as far as he participatds
in it. We have here the Zoroastrian idea of the
I'ravashis (Frohars) who are the prototypes of all
things existing.’® ,The word ndbhéinedishtha must be
very old; for we find it several times in the Yorm
nabdnazdiste in the Zend Avesta. It is an epithet of
the Fravashis (Yas'na 1, 18. Yashts 13, 156), and
signifies the lincal descendants in future gencratidns!?
(Vend. 4, 5-10 WestapgBard).

-

16 See my Essays on the Sacred Language, \Writings and Religion of
the Parsis, page 180,

17 This is the sense of mardm nabdndzdistandmn, in the fourth
Frargurd of the Vendidiad. In the passage in question the punisfffnt
consequent on the hieach of a promise s said to extend to so and so
many nardm nabdnazdistandm, literally men who are nearest the navel
of the offender, thates; his lineal descendants.  The Pehlevt trandlation
gives in its notes about the same meaning to it So it has for instanco
to 4, 5 the nete : 30 sanakbim diresn ‘¢ for threg hundred years there
will be danger (for the nabinazdistar)” This is also the opinion of
many Desturs.
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Although the Niabhinedishtha hymn (10, G1) is
purely sacrificial, and composed “at a time when the
Rishig alrcady indulged in speculations on the
mystical meaning of sacrificial rites, no trace can
be found, to show that it is a mod&macompoqx—
tion. The cncumstancc,. that 1t is already in the
Aitareya Brahmanam traced to. Manu, the proge-
nitor of the human race, shows, that its origin
is entirely lost in the depths of antiggitv.  The
wentioning of Kukshivan in  verse 16, and the
océurrence of the “seven Ilotars™ (in the 1st verse) -
are no proofs of a late origin.  For Kakshivan
appears as a celebrated Rishi, who was distinguished
as a great chanter and *Soma drinker in many other
ussages, principally in the first book (zee Rigveda
Samh. 1, 18, 1.2; 51, 13; 116, 7; 117, 6; 4, 26, 1)
who enjoyed the special favour of the As'vins. e is
to the majority of the Vedic Rishys whose hymns are
kept, a personage of as remote an antiquity as Kdrya
Us'anas, the Akgiras, &e. The “seven Jo . org” 18
occur several times besides (3,20, 145 8, 49, 106), -
most  of them with their very names, viz. Potar,
Neshtar, Agnid, Pras’istar, &g (1,15, 2-65 9: 1,94,
6; 10, 91, 10). .

The second Vabhdnedishtha hymn is certainly
later than the first, and contains the umnw of the
& legend on Nabhéancdishtha. The reason that
it was also teferred 1o him, is certainly to be sought

J9 They ate, according to the Brihmangs (see  Ait. Br. 6,10-12),
Hotar, M.un.naruna Biralumanicehhaiisi, Achhiyiha, Potar, Neshtay
and A-g'mdln'l
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for in the dth verse, where is said, “ This one
(¢ e. 1) speaks through the navel® (ndbhd), hails
you, in your residence: hear, O sons of the gods,
ve Rishis (to my speech).”  The s8ng is addressed
to the Angiras, who are requested to receive the
poet.  The gift of thousand is alzo mentioned.

Let us, after this discussion regarding the antiquity
ol the As'vamedha and Nibhinedishtha hymns,
return to ,the general question on the relationship
between the pre-eminenitly  sacrificial mantras, and
the other production of Vedic poctry.

If we look at the history of poetry with other
nations, we nowhere find  profane songs precede
religious poetry.  ‘The latter *wes its origin entirely
to the practical worship of beings of a higher order,
and must, as every ait does, go through many phases
before it can arrive at any =tate of perfection and
refinement.  Nowsin the colleetion of the hymns of
the Rigveda, we find the religious poetry already so
highly developed, the Jangnage o polished, the
metres already  so artificially composed, as to justify
the assumption, that the songs which have reached
our time, arc not the earliest productions of the
poctical geniug, and the devout mind of the ancient
[n(liam."(’icnc rations of polls and many family

1 This expression appears to be strange. It implies a very auefgnt
idea, which must have been ewrrent with the Iranians and Indians
alike.  The navel was regarded as the seat of an internal light, by -
means of wlieh the scers reecived what they ealled revdlation, 1t is
up to the present day a helief of the Parsi priests, that the Desturs or
High-pricests have a fire in gheir navel, by means of which they can
see things which ave hidden.  This remgads us of some phenomena in
worlern somuambuiisi.

d* R .
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schools in which saered poetry was regularly taugit,
just as the art of the bards and scalds with the Celtic
and Q«('zmdman'm nations, must have preceded that
pcuod to which®we owe the present collection.  If
an old song was replaced by a ncw one, which
appeared more heautilul and finished, the former was
in most cases, irrecoverably lost. Ohl and new puets
are fr('qu(*nﬂ) mentioned in the hymns ol the Rigyveda
hut the more modern Rishis of the Vedie period
appear not to have regurded the productions of their
predecessors with any  particalar reverence which
might have induced themeto heep their early relies,
Now the question arires, are the finizhed and
polizhed hymns of th@® Rigveda with their artificind
metres the most ancicut relies of the whole religious
titeruture of the Brahmans, or are still more ancient
ple ces in the other Vedie writings 1o he found ? §t
is hardly eredible, that the Brahwmanical priests cm-
ployed at their sacrifices in the carliest times hy i
similar to those which were used when €0 ritual
became scttled.  The fast sacrifices were no doubt
simple offerings performed without mueh ceremaonial,
A fow appmln'l ate solenm vords, indicating the
giver, the nature of the offering,, the deity to
which as well as the @rpose tor which it was ollered,
and addresses w0 the objects that were offercd,
wese suflicient.  All this ¢ould be cmbodied in the
sacrificial formulas Known in later times principally
by the name of Yejus, whilst the older one appears
to have been Ydja (prezerved in pra-ydja, anu-ydja,
&) The imvocation 8 the deity by-different names.
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and its invitation to enjoy the meal prepared, may he
(‘(lll‘.l”\' old. It was justly reearded ondy as a kind
of Yajus, und ealled Nigada® or Nicid. The latter
term was prineipally applied to tlie (-numcmtum ol
the titles, qualities, &e. of a particular (l(‘nt\, accom-
panied with an invitation. At the most ancient
times it appears that all sucrificial formulas were
spoken by the ITotar alone: the Adhvaryu was only
his assistant, who arranged the seerificial compound,
provided the implements, and performed all manual
labour, It wasonly at the time when regular me-
trical verses and hymus were introduced  into the
ritual, that a part of the duties of the lluiar devolved
on the Adhvaryu,  There are in the present ritual,
-traces {o be found, that the Hotar actually must have
performed part of the daties of the Adhvaryu.
Accorditiy to the vitual which appears to have been
in foree for the last three thousand years without
undereoing any considerable change, it is one of the
principal duaties of the Adhvaryu to give  orders
(praisha) to most of the cliiciating priests, to perform
their respective duties. Now at several oceasions,
especially at the more solemn saerifices, the order is fo
be given cither by the Hotar himeelf; or his principal
assistant, the ].“dltﬁhllll‘\ o So for instance, the
order to the slanghtercrs of the sucriticial animal,

2 Qee  Madhnstulafa's Prasthinabheda in Weber's Iu(lifrhr
Studien, i. page 1, and th Bhicavata Purara 120 6, 22 (in |
the l}omlm_y edition) where the yajurgavu, i oo the seves of Yayjus
mantras is called nigada,  Madhusitilana comnprises Iy 1|,|~ name, i
it appears, ])111('!')!”\' the Praishas or arders by the Aduvaryo ts
thie other pricst to do their respeetive daticy,
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which is known Dby the name of Adhrigu-Praishu-~
mantra (xee Ait. Br. 2, 6-7) is given by the Hotar
himsclf, thou%‘h tl'lc formulas of which it is composed
have all characteristies ol what was termed in the
rittal Yojus, and consequently assigned to the Adh-
varvi. At the Soma sacrifice all orders to the Hodar
to repeat the Yajyd mantva, before the libations are
thrown into the fire, are to be givenhy the Maitrava-
runa, aud not by the Adhvarva. The formulas by
which the gods are ealled {o appear, the address to
the fire when ig is hindled are repeated by the Hotar,
not by the Adhvaryn, thongh they eannot be termed
. ik, the repetition of which alone was i later times
reearded as incwmbent upon the Hotar:  The fater
rule, “ The Hotar performs his duties with the Rig-
veda” (in the introductory chapter to the Hirapya-
‘kesioand Apastamba S riuta Stitras) i titerefore not
quite correct. The Hotar himself even sacrifices on
cerfain oceasions what is, according to the later ritual,
to be done by the Adhvaryu aloue, or, when the  fler-
ingis given as penance, by the Brahma,  Ro, lor
instance, he =acrifices melted butter before repe ating
the As'vina Shastra (see the note to 4, 7, page 268),
which is, as far®as its principal parts are concerned,
certainly very ancient. . ¢
Now it we compare the sacrificial formulus as
coined In the Yajurveda, and  principally  the
go-called Nigadag, and Nivids, preserved in the Brah-
manas and Sdras with the bulk of the Rievedu
hymns, we come to the conclusion, that the former
are more ancient, and served the Rishis as a kind of,
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‘sacred text, just as passancs of the Bible suggest
ideas to religious poets among Christians. llmt
Vedic poets were perfectly acquainted with several of
such formulas and addresses which age atlll’extant
can be pmwd heyond any donbt.

leserving a more detailed treatment of this im-
portant question to a future occasion, I here instance
only some of the most striking proofs.

Ore reference to the Nivid inserted in the Vais va-
deva hymn at the Vais'vadeva Shaste, and my re-
marks on it (sce pages 212-13), the reader will find,
that the great Rishi Vis'vAmitra, who with some of
his sons are the pocts of many hymms which we
now possess (as, for instane c, ol thc whole third
Mandala), knew this ancien(” sacrificial formula very
well; for one of its sentences sctting forth the num-
ber of deitics is alluded to by him. ’

Certain stercotyped formulas which @ccur in every
Nivid, to whatever deity it might be addressed,
occur in hymns and even commence them. 1 in-
stance the hymun predam brahma (8,37), which is
(L,rt'unly arrallusion to the sententce which oeccurs
in .lll.Nn’i(L predam brahime I)r(’(lam kshattram (sec
note 25 on page 189). That the cotncidence is no
mere chance followsdtom some other, characteristic

Nivid terms made use of in the hynm in qu(-ctiun ;
comp'ue dritha jn '« sunrataf with predam *sunvamgam
yajaménam aiadu ™ all Nivids, apd kshattriya tvam
avasi with predam kshattram (aratu).

The ‘Subrahmanyh  formula, which is generally

alled a Nigada (sce on it the note to 6, 3 on pages
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.
383-84) is unmistakeably alluded to in the hymn, I,
51, principally in the first and thirtcenth verses. In
both, Indrais called snesha a ram, and vrishanusvasya
mend.

"The call of the Agnidhra, astu s1iushat, as well as
the Agur addressed to the Iotar, hotd yakshat, werc
known to the Rishis, as we learn from 1, 139, 1. 10.

The so-called Rituydijas which are extant in a par-
ticular collection of sacrificifil formulas, called poaisha
sitkta or praishiddhyaya, occur even with their very
words in several hymus, such as 1,155 2,37, (On the
Rituyfjas, sec note 35 on pages 135-36.)

The so-called Apri hynns are nothing but a
poetical development of the more ancient Pray fjas,
and Anuyhjas (Compme the notes 12 on page 18;
14 on pages 81-82; and 25 on page 110.)

Many hymns were directly composed not only for
sacrificial pumoses in general, but even for particular
rites. This is principally the case, with scveral
hymns of Vis vimitra. Se, for instance, the v ' »le of
hymu 3,8 anjunti trim adhvare (see about it, Ait.
Br. 2, 2) refers dnly to the anomtm«* @recling, and
dcconatm(r of the sacrificial post; 3,21 is"cvidently
made for addressing the‘drops of melted butter which
drip from the omeutum, over which they were poured
(sec Ait. Br. 2, 12); 3,52 celebrates the oftering of
thezurods’; asconsisting of fried grains, pap, &c.
.which belongs to each Soma libatian (see Ait. Br.
2, 23).

The first ten hymns of the first book of the Rig-
veda Samhita contain, as it appears, the Soma ritual
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of Madhuchhandds, the son of Vis'vAmitra. It
provides, however, only for two libations, viz. the
morning and midday. The first hymn has exactly
the nature of an Ajya hymn, which forigs the
principal part of the first Shastra, the so-calldd
Ajya. The sgcond and third hymns contain the
Pra-uga Shastra, which is the second at the morn-
ing libation, in all its particulars. The following
seven hymns (4-10) all cclebrate Indra, and it ap-
pears from some remarks in the Ait. Br. (3, 20, page
192), that in ancient times the midday libation be-
longed exelusively to Indra.” The ritual for the
cvening libation is of so peculiar a nature, and so
complicated, that we must®ascribe 'to it quite a dif-
ferent origin‘than to the two other libations.

The hymn's. 12-23 appear to contain a more com-
prehensive ritual of the Kanva family, which is an-
cient. The 12th hymn (the first in this collection) is
addressed to the Agni of the ancestors, the pravara,
who must be invoked at the commencement of every
sacrifice ; it containg th{ce parts of the later ritual—
a) the pravara, b) the invocation of Agni by the
Nigada, and c) the request to Agni to bring the gods
(the so-called devdrahanam).” The 13th’is an Apri
Sikta containing the Prayijas, which accompany the
very first offerings at every sacrifice. .

These three hymms were, it appears, approg&
to a simple Ishti, as it precedes every qreater sacri-
fice. The folluying hymns refer to the Soma saeri-
fice. The 15th is a Rituyija hymn; the Ritnyajas
always precede the Ajya Shastra, The hymns from
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16-19 contain® ritual for the midday libation, and in
20-22 we find the principul dcities of the Shastras of
the cvening libation, o

The hymne from 44-50 in the first book by Pras-
kanva, the son of Kanva, contain, if the Indra hymn
251) is also reckoned, all the principal deities, and
metres of the As'vina Shastra, the former even in
their proper order, viz. Agni, Ushas, the®As'vins,
Sarya, Indra (sce Ait. Br. 4, 7-11).

These instances, which could be easily areatly
enlarged, will, T think, suflice to show that the ritual
of the Brilunanas in itz muin leatures, was almost
complete at the time whea the principal Rishis, such
as the Kanvas, Vis'vimitra, Vasishtha, &e. lived.

I must lay particular stress on the Nivids which 1
believe to be more ancient than almost all the hymmns
contained in the Rigveda. Thie principal ones (njne
in numher) arc all to be found in the notes to ‘my trans-
lation of the 3rd Pafichikia (book).  That no att-ution
has been paid as yet {o these important decwisents
by the few Vedic scholars t Europe, is p!'incip‘al?y
owing to the circumstance of their not having been
known to them. It being now generally believed,
that the earliest relics of Vedice literature are to be
fou.nd only in the Rigveda Sambita, it is of course
igaumbent on me to state briefly the reasons why I
ref® tho scb-callcd Nivids to a still more remote
anfjquity.

! [ 2

The word nivid frequently occurs in the hymns,

and even_ with the epithet pdrea or pirvya old (see
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1, 84, :'- 95,2:2, 30, 6,)  The Marutvativa Rivid 2
is, as it appears, cven rot'(:u'(-d to by Vamadeva
CL IR, 7, compared with note 2o on page 189y : the
repetiiton of fhe Nivids i |u\l.x]msu| with the per-
formance of the chanters, and the recital of the
Shastras (6, 67, 10, The Brabmazam regards the
Nivids, particularly that one adressed to Aeni, as
those words of Praj.pati, by means of which he
created all beings (see it Br. 2, 3 -54). Tliat such
un®dea, which entirely ('(,lilwi(i('.\ with the " Zoroas-
frian of Ahuramazda (Ormazd) having ereated the
world throngh the yatlit-uhi-vairyo prayer (sce the
Toth chapter of the Yas mn), mast be more ancient
thaa the Prabhmavas, we l@m froma hvmao of the
(*l Rishi Kuotsa, who s already in many Vedie sonos
lovhed upon as a sage of the remote l)a\l Ite cayvs
(1,96, 2) that Agni ercated by means of the “first
Ninid” the ercatures ol the Manue (w(- page 113
In 1, 8Y, 3-4, an old Nivad .nppozu:-. to Le guoted.
For the words whichs follow the sentence “ we call
them with the old® Nivid™” bear guite the stamp of

such a picee.

Many Nivids, even the majority of them, are cer-
tainly lost.  But the few picees of this kind'of re-
ligious literature which are still extant, are suflivient
to sleow that they must be very ancient, and are not
to be regafded as fabrications of the suerificial psssts
at the times when the Brahmanas were comh)sed-

21 \When the word »av’e! upnears often in the plural, then the several
pivias, of which the Novud consrsis, are to be understos 1.
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Their &yl is, in the main, just the same in which the
hymus are composed, wud far more ancient than that
of the Brahmagas. - They contain in short sentences
the principal names, epitlicts, and feats®of the deity
invoked.  They have no rgzular metre, but a kind of
rhythmus; or even a prallélismus membrorum: as
the ancient Llcbrew poctry.

The circumstance that in the ritnal sneh a para-
mount pmportance is attached to such halt poctigal,
half prose picees as thgNivids are (see pacticularly
Ait. Br. 2, 3305, 10-11), cleariy tends to prove, that
they mygt have been regarded ax very  efiicacions,

- This could be hardly accounted for at a time when
beawtilul and  finirhed Q.()ll‘_‘ were fortheomine  in
abundance to*serve the sume purpose, had they net
been very ancient, and their emyplovment been sane-
lioneq by the exumple of the most ancient Rishis.

[ ]

We have alr®udy scen, that several ol those Nivid
formulas whigh we have now were known to some
Vedie poets. 1 will give here a few more inst.ices,
The hymn to the Marutas by #isvamitra (3, 47)
is cvidently based on thg Mgiugvativa Nividy (sce
them on page 184); the verse o Savitar (3, o4,
11) alludes to the Savitri Nivids (see them on page
208); the hymn to Dyhvaprithivi , 160) is g po-
etical imitation ot the Dyiviprithivi Nigids (page
‘)ﬂﬁh‘\.ﬂ)o Ribhu hymn (4, 33) resembles very much
the Ribhu Nivids (page 210), &e.

Another proof of the high antiquity of the Nivids
is furnished by the Zend-Avesta.  The many prayer
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formulas in the Yasna which commence with wi:eé-
sahayéari, i e. 1invite, are exactly of the same nature
as the l\lvuls. »

The Nivids along with many so-galled Yajus for-
mulas, which are preserved in the Yajurveda, the
Nigadas, such as the Rubrahmanyd and the so-
called Japa formulas, (such as Ait. B2, 39), which
are mattered with w low Voiee only, are doubtless
the most ancient pieees of Vedie ppetry. "The Rishie
tri%d their poetical tilent firstdn the composition of
Yijviis or verses recited at the occasion of an oftering
heing thrown into the fire. Thence we mect so
many verses requesting ghe de it'y lo accept the offer-
ing, and taste it. Thest Yaras were extended into
little songs, which on accoant of #heir finished form
were called siktam, i, e. well, beautilully spoken,
The principal ideas for the Yijvas were furnishell by
the sacrificinl formulas in which the Yajurveda
abounds, and those of the hymns were xunnu-.u.d by
the Nieadas and Nivids.  There can he ]l«udly any
doubt, that the oldext hymns which we possess, are
purely saerificial, “nd made only for sacrificial pur-
poses,  Those which express more general ideas, or
philosopHical thouehts, or (‘csﬂvs-lulh of sins, such
as many of those addressed to Varuga, are compara-
tively lnte. . C .

In order to illustrate that the developmenigl the
sacrificial and veligious pocetry of the ancient Brah-
mans {ook such a course as here deseribed; T may
adduce the similur oue which we find with the
ITebrews, .llu, sacriicial 1'.il,uul of Moses as Iaid
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down in the Leviticos knows no rythmieal seniences
nor hymms which wccompunicd the oblations oflered.
to Jehevah. Tt deseribes onlv such manual labour,
as found wiith the Brahmans its place in the Yajur-

veda, and mentions but ve ry few and simple formulas
which the ofliciating priest appears to have spoken
when thfowing the ofiering into the fire of the altar,
They differed according™to the ocgasion, but very
dittle.  The principal formuola was mms s momes “a
fire offering of pleasant smell for Jehovah,™ whith
exitetly corresponds with the Vedic egnaye, indrdya,
Qv seahd 1+ iie. a good ofiering o Agui, Indra,
&e. I it was the sol(-mn holocaustum, ﬂ\en the
word e hnlu('ulstum, was used in o addition
(Leviticus 1, 9-18) ; i was the so-called zebalh
shlmim or \n(-nh(-e {m' continued  wellare, the word

== foud, hread, was added (Levit, 3, T1); if it was
a pvn"ncv the \\uula s oee (Levile 7, 5) “this is a
pe mmu- were required,  When the priest absolved a
saciTlicer o brought an olfering as a -.cnance,
he appears to o have used a formula also, which
i preserved in the m-!'n-quohTy oceurring sen-
tencee : o e v wmwema v e (Leve iy, 25,37
v. 6,10, “and he®he priest) shall wmul the
sin which he has conmitied, o that he will he
pardoned.” 45 )

22" Phg toem aedlid i to he traced to the oot dhid to put, with @ to
Tut ny into, and stnas for snddhid (s - ddlee). Tt means the gill
which is thiown mto the fire,

24 The priest apnears to have adidressed these words to the sinoer
who was to he absolved in thes waneer, ““ f annul the sin whieh thon

hast conunitted, and thon shalg be pairdond.”
N ’ l& 1 .
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If we compare these formulas with the psalms,
which were composed and used for the worship of
Jehoval, then we find exactly the same difference
between both, as we discover hetween the Yajus for-
mulas, Nivids, &e. and the finished hymns of the
Rigveda Samhith.  In the same way as there is a
considerable interval of time between the establish-
ment of the Mosaic ritual antl the composition of the
p=alms, we are completely justified in supposing that
a similar space of time intervened between the
Brahmanical ritual with its sagiticial formulas, and
the cofiposition of the @jonrty of the Vedie hymns,
Between Moses and Ravid there is an interval of
five hundred years, and if we assf®ue a similar one
between  the simple Yajus  formulas, and  such
finished hymns as those addressed to Varunpa which
M. Miiller aseribes to his Chhandas period, we shall
not he in the wrong.

: .

Anotiter prool that the puarely sacrificial *poetry is
more ancient than cither profane songs or hymns of
a more general religious character, is furnished by the
Shi-king or Book of Odes, of the Chigese. Of its
four divisions, viz. kito-funy, i. e. popular songs of the
different territories of ancient China, te-ya and siao ya,
i. e. imperial songs, to be used with music at the im-
perial festivals, and seng, i.e. hymfs in honour of
deceised emperors, and vassal kings, the latter, which
are of a purely sacrificial character, are th(most,-,
ancientpicces. The three last ®odes in this fourth
division go back as far as the conynencement of the
Shang dynasty, which ascended the dragon scat in
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the year 1766 B.C.., whilst almost all other picees
in the collcction are composed from the earlier
part of ,the reign of the Chou dynasty down
almost to Confuciusgtime (from 1120 n.c. till about

600 B.cC.)

If we consider that the difference of time hetween
the purely sacrificial and non-sacrificial hymns of the
Chinese thus amounts to about 1,000 ycars, we
would not be very wrong in presuming similar inter-
vals to exist betwegn the different hynms of the
Rigveda. Rishis like Kivyg Usnis, Kalghivat,
Hiranyastipa, to whom several hymns are traced,
were for the K#vas, Vis'vauitra, Vasishtha, &e.
as anciente personages, as the emperors Tang (1763
B.c.) and Wuwang (1+20 B.c.) to C&ufucius (born
551 B.c.)

On account of the utterewant of Indian chronology
for the Vedic and post-Vedie times, it will be of
course for cver impossible to fix exactly tl - age of
the several hynms of the Rigveda, as can be done
with most df the psulms and many of the odes of
the ‘Shi-king. But hgppily we possess at least one
astronomical date which furnishes at any rate the
external proof o.f the high antiquity of Vedic litera-
ture, which -considerably tends to strengthen the
intgyyal evidence of the same fact. 1 here mean the
‘well known passage in the Jyotisham, or Vedic
calendar, about the posmon of the solstitial points.
The position there given carries ug back to the year
1181 according to A_deeacon Pratt’s, and to 1186



INTRODUCTION, 43

B.c. according to the Rev. R. Main’s caleulations.®!
The questions on the age of this little treatise and
the origin of the Nakshatra * system, about which

2t Ree the Journal of the Asiatie Society of Beygal of the year 1862,
pages 49-50.  Max Muller’s Preface to the 4th volume of his edition
of the Rigveda Samhita, page Ixxxv.

25 There can be liudly any doubt, that the Nakshatra system of the
Tndians, Chinese, Persiaus and Arabs is of a common origin, but it
is very ditheult to determine with what nation it orvicinated.  The
original number was twenty-cizht. T do not intend fully to diseuss
heve the important question, but I wish only to direet attention to
the circumstanc® overlooked as yet by all the writers on the subjeet,
that thesterms which the Indians, Arabs, and Chinese use for express-
ing the idea ¢ constellation” have in all the three Janguages, Sanserit,
Chinese, and Arabie, precisely the same meuning, vize a place where to
pass the night, a station.  ‘1his is certamiy no mere chanee, but ean
ouly be acegnnted for by the suppositiou, tlat the framers of the Nak-
shatra systf regavded the several Nakshatras as heavenly stations, or
night quarters, where the travelling moort was believed to put up on
Lis journey through the neavens,  Let us (yamiine these tens,

The Chinese  expression for Nak®hatia is Sin (spelt by Morrison
gk and sewy, by Medhurst sew with the thivd or depafting tone).
The character reprosenting it whieh is to be found under the 401h
radical; strohes 8 (see Morrison’s Chinese Dictionary. vol. 1. page 847)
i3 composed pf three signs, vie. that for a sroof, that for man, and that
for a hundred, Tts oviginal meaninggtherefne is “a place where a
hundied men find shelter, a station o night guarters for a company
of soldiers.”  Theword iy, as is the ease with most of the Cluuese
words, used as a substantive, adjective, and verb,

As asubstantive it denotes ¢ aresting place to pass the night at” with

. a road-house (/e ghih) i e. an inny or a halting place i general ; guch
places were situated at the distanee of every thurty Li. Thenee it is
metaphorieally employed to express the stutions on the heavens where
the travelling moon is supposed to put up.  In this sense the Chinese
Speak of olh shih pé siu *“the twenty-cight halting places” (on the

, heavens). .

As an adjective it means past, former,i.e. the night-quarters which
were just left *

In the sense of a verh, but never in that of a substantive, we find it
frequently used in 1wo of the so-called Sse-<dilt or fonr Classw} boo
of the Chinese, viz. the Lun-yu (the Confucian Analects) and
Meng-tse. . N

1n otder to show the use of this important word in the Classical
wiitihgs, I here quote some instances : .

«) intrans. to pass the night , to stop ever night. Lun-yu 14, 41;

tse Lu siw yu Shil-man, i.e. Tsezlu (vne of the most ardent and
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there has been of Tate so much wrangling among  the
few Sansecrit scholars of Europe and America, are of

- - .- 2 - - [
zealons (ﬂwiph-\ of Confuciug) pused the night at Shih-man;
18,7, 8 ibidem s chilt Tse-lu auay 0.0 he detained Tee=lu to pass
the night (with him). Meng-tee 2,2, 11, 12 Meng-tse Kin 1'<7
sneyn Chow, ie. Meng-tee dter unving lett Ts iy passed the night
at Chow 5 2, 2012 4, ibidem : yi 2o gia olh how choudr Chow, yu
yu g eer suby e, When 1 afiar having stopped or three mghts
1oft Chow, T thought m my wind my depatture to be specdy still.

b) trans. (o make pass the night, (o keep cver gl Lun-yu
10, 8, 82 #se yu kung pu o jo, when he (Confucins) saerifieed
at the Duke’s {a-sisted the Dubke in saerificmg) he did not keep
the (sacrifieial) flosh over mght.  In this sense & is several times
metaphorically nsed 5 <o Lun-yu 12,2,2: Tso-lu wru sie no, i e
Tee=lu never kept a pronuse over night (he eartied it vut at ouce,
before he went to rest), :

) to barelakon np his quarters, to be at regt. Lun-yu 7, 26:
wih it shé sy e (Confueius) <hot, but not with w ar1ow and
strmge at (annnals) which were at rest (asleen),

. The Arabic word for the Nokshatras i~ (J 30 manzil,  plur,
Jybw memized, ¢ aplace whewe to put up, quavicrs,” from the rooy
d)"‘ to 1hake a journey, to put up at a place as a cuest,

This name for the comsteilations must be very aneient with the
Semntic nations, for we find it already mthe Od Testament (Book ofg
the Kinesaio 28, 5) in the fom g 53 mazzalol e ; it has no proper
ctymology in Iebrew (for th@iout '7;:' nazal, towhich alone it could be
traced, means fo flor), and is appavently inttodaced as aforc n word
from ~ome other Senutie nation, probably the Babyloniaus.  The
Jewish commentators had no clear coneeption ot the proper ncaning
of the word ;5 they take it to mean star in general, and then the twelve
signs of the Zodiae,  But from the context of the passage in ghe Book *
of the Kings, just quoted, where it .sl.ulllls together with the moon and
the whole host of the heavens (¢ for the moon and the mazzaloth and
the who e host ot the heavens”) it undoubtedly foilows, that its mean-
ino canngg be  star” in gencral, wlneh idea is expressed by the
“ s hole host of the heavens.”” but something particular in the heavens °
conndeted with thesmon. The use of the same word in Aabic for
expressing the idea of constellation, heaveulv nransions of the moon,
proves¢ismnd any doult, that the mazzaloth mean the same.

Now the San~erit word nakshetra hys oviginally no other meaning
than either giv or manzil have.  The arrangement of the meanings of
this word which i~ made in Bochtlingk and Kotl’s Sanserit Dietionary
is insuflicicut amd treated with the same superficiality as the mayority
of the more difficult Vedice words in that much-lauded work. They make
it to mean 8¢ur in general (sidus), the stars, aud then constelluton,
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minor importanee compared witly the fact and the
ace of the observation iiself.  Thaty an a~tronomical-
observation was taken by the Dirahmans as carly. as
the 12th centwiy hetore Christ is pi#wved hevond any
doubt by the date to be clicted fiem the observa-
Wion it~cli. 1 actronomical calewktions ol past
cvents are of any worth, we must aceept as set-
tled the date ol the position of the solstitial

station ¢f the woen,  But the vemy formation of the word by means of
the sutlix /7 indieates, that sometivng partienlar must be attached
to tis mezning : cempare Jadatra a wine, Jiterdly amcans for flying,
vadhatia o voanoa, litetadly a0 means for ko, wegatram the
keeping of i saesthe! fice, erally the means ce phiee for sacrificing
ametyo o dvighma vesely diterally o place to which a thimg goes
which holds it. Acconhma to all analooy we ean derive the word
ouly from wak by which is a purely Vedie voot, and means to * arrive
at 7 Thus weishatia etymologivdly means, cither the means hy
which one arrves or the place wheaesoue arrives, a station. Tlos
exp osses most sdoguately  the idea attached by the Indians to the
Nokshatres swomnsaons for the traveibne woon, Bot even it we
warve this dorvation, and male ita eonpound of nek (instead  of
nalie, e Rioveda 7,71, 1) and cafra - attra o sessuom lor the
nicht, nizht gquatos, we aoge at the sane meaume. The Tattor
dornvatior is, [ think, even profrable to the former. The meanings
of the wond ere to hggelaased as follovs: 1) #2ation, quarters wlore
togiss e it T this conse gt s out of wse; 2) espeeidy the
sfRions on Lhe hoavors whore the teawd g oot is supposed to pug
up, the tuenty—meht conncCldions 5 3) metonymieally® elare m
goneral cctarry splere (RMaveda 7, 86,1 welelnlrom pupro-
thachelWObLamo . he spee¥d e starey sphive, and the eavth). The
Latter use is pre-emimuently pootggal, as poets alwers ean use pars
pro totor CLhe natehaires as Msons of the moon were perfecety
known to the Rishis, as cvery one can comvinee bygoself fromgdive many
piassoces mothe Tonhienva Bavhesnn, and the .\th:.l'\.nhn. That
these books are throvahient n ch fatcr than the <mes of the Ticveda is
Just what I iave snong roasores to donbt. The arranecient of tie
wesmwnes of wad hatr o occnan hae entinely coineides wosleagil
hrow ot the bi-tory of cithee the wonld s i Clanese, or manzil,
maz2oloflin the semive Taincaazes, The Chinee, especaily poets,
usedd the word @ in time ~enss of vrrr, or slars in aoneral. and so aid
the Rablus m the Visknad i the'l wmad aecordimg 1o the testimony
of Tuda hen Keoish (soc Geseuii Tnswmtis Linzue Hebrwear, ot
C ha'dane S, page 808). .
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points as recordegl in the Jyotisham.  To belicve
that such an obgervation was imported from some
foreizn country, Babylon or China, would be absurd,
for there is noththe in il to show, that it cannot have
been made in the north-western part of India, ora,
closcly adjacent country. A regulation of the calend
dar by such observations was an absolute necessity
for the Brahmans 5 for the proper time ol commencing
and ending their sacrifices, prineipally the so-called
Sattras or sacrificial sessions conld not be known
without an accurate knowledze ol the time ol the
son’s northern and  southern provress. The know-
ledge of the calendar forms such an esscgtial part of
the ritual, that many important conditions of the
latter cannot he carried ont without the former.  The
sacrifices arc ullowed to comuience only at certain
lucky constellations, aud in certain months.  So, for
instance, as a rule, no great sacritice can conmmence
dwring the sun’s “southern progress (dakshindyana) ;
for this is recarded up to the prgsent day ¢~ an
unducky  period bv Jhe  Brahmans, in . owhish
even té dig is hitieved to be a misfortune.  The
great sacrifices take place genemlly in spru.m the
mon'hs‘ Chaitra and Tagakhd (April and  May).
The Sggtras which lasted lor one vear were, as one
may lL i from a eareful perusal of the 4th hook of
the Alt.m-\ a Brahmanam, nothing but an imitation
of the=tn’s yearly course. lh(y were divided into
o -distinet parls, cach (-(nisisti-ng of ~ix months
of thirty days cach; in the midet of both was the
Vishuran, . ¢.. equator*or central day, cutting the
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whole Sattra into two halves.  The ceremonics were
in both the halves exactly the samg: hut they were
in the Iatter half perfotmed in an inverted order,
This represents th(, increare of the days in the
northern, and thélr decrease m the southern pro-
gress: tor both, increare and deercase, take place
exactly in the sume preportions.g ®

In consideration that these Sattras were already ut
the tinve of the compilation of the Brahmanas an old
in~titution, we certainly can find nothing surprisiny
m the civenmstanice, that the Indian astronomers
made the ~observation  above mentioned xo éurly
as . the 2 century n.e. For the Sattras ane
certainly as carly, i not eurhier than this  time.
Sattras lasting for six{y vears appear even {o have
been known already to the authors of the Brahmaras
(see paee 287). .

Now that obrervation proves two things hevond
doubt. (l) That the Indians had made already such a
considerable progrgss in astronomical  scienee, carly
in the 12th century, as to enable th.(:un to tuhe such
observations ; (2) That by that time the whole ritual
in its maif features as laid down in the Brahmanas
was complete. ) .

W do yot hesitate therefore to aszign the, com-
position of the hull®ol the Brahmanas to the wari’
1400-1200 n.c. 5 for the Samhita we require a pagied
of at least H00- ()OO vears, with an interval ot about two
lhundred years between the cud of the proper Bréilmana
penod Thus we obtain for the hulk of the Samhita
the space from 1400-2000; the old®t hymms and
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'snm'iﬁ('iul formulyg 'mny be a few haundeed vears
moic aneient still, so that we would fix the very
commencement ol Vedie Literature hetween 2460-
2000 p.e. If we consider the, completely authenti-
cated antiquity of several of 1||"-s;1’-rc(l hooks of the
Chinese, such as the oricinal documents, of which the
Shu-king, or Bdbk @i Histery, is composed, and the
antiguity of the sactvicial sone < of the shi-Kine, v hich
all carry us haek to 1700-2200 pe, it will eortainly
not he surprising that e asston asbmilar antiquiny’
to the mest ancient parts of the Vedase Por there
is nowhere any reason to show, that the YVedas must
be less ancient than the canhicst |):v|'i,-:)l' the saered
books of the Chinese, but there i on the contrary
much ground to bholieve, that they can fully iay ko
1 the samne antiguity.  Alrcady ot the time o the
composition of the Erahmavas, which as we Lave
sceen, cannot be Jater®than about 1200 p.e., the three
principal Vedas, 7. e, their rexpective Sambitds, were
batieved to have procecid d diree llv from the mouth
ol Prajapati, the lord of the (-r(-uturcs, who oceypics
in the early Vedie m\.'lh oy ihe same place which
is, in the later writings, held by Brabma-déva. This
could not have been the case, had they not bLeen
very aucient.  na similar way the C hln('sv as®rihe
the gPound text of theiv most eancient dml most,
sacred book, the Y-kina, i. e. Book of Changes, to
a ®md of revelation too, which was made to I(t/u,
the Adam of the Chinese, by « Dragon horse, called
Lung-na. *

Speculutionson the nature of the sacrificial rites,
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und cognate topics of a mystical character which
form the proper sphere of the Brahmanas, com-
menced already during the Samhita period, as one
may learn from such hynms as Rigveda 1,95, and
the co-called VAmana Suakta 1, 164. Even at the
time of the composition of the present Brilimanas,
there existed aiready some time-hallowed savines,
which resemble in every respect those dicta of the
Brahma priests, of which the bulk of the Brihmanas
consists. L instance here the Brahmodyam (\it. Br,
5,27), which was used already at that time at the
conclusion of the tenth day'’s performance of the
Dvadasaha sacerifice. It is, therefore, very ditficult
to draw a strict line of separation between the
period during which the hymns were composed,
and that one which hrought forward the speculations
known by the name of Brahignas. On a more
close comparison of the mystichl parts of the Samhita
with the Brihmanas, one must come to the conclu-
sion, that the latéer were commernreed already during
period of the former.

Let us say a few words on the division made of
the contents of the Brihmanas by the Indian divines
and philosophers.  According to the introductory
chapters to the Hiranvakes (and Apastamba Sitras)
the Brahmanas contain the following topics :—

(1) Karmavidhinam, or wvidhi, . e. rules he
pérl‘ormancc of particular rites. To this class all
those gentences in the Brihmanas dve referved which
contain an order expressed in the potential mood,
<uch as yajeti, he onzh to sacrifice; saiser, he ought
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"to repeat (such and such a verse); kuryat, he ought
to proceed (in such or such a way), &e. This is
the principal part of the Bralhmanas, and bas for
the Brahmans about the same sienificance as in the
Talmudic Literature Yhe helulah has for the Jews:
it is simply authoritative.

(2) Arthovdada,  This term compizes the numer-
ous explanatory remarks on the meaning of mantras
and pacticular vites, the reasons why a certaim ritd
must be performed in a certain wav,  This is the
speculative part, and ix on account of its contain-
ing the germs i all Hindu philosophy, and even ol
grammar, of the createst importance.  There is
nowhere anything like an approach to a regular
system  pereeptible, but  only  oceusional remarks
bearing ou philosophical and grammatical topies,
For the bistory o grammuar, the {ilih Puichika of
the Aitareya Bridunarangis «Fa poticular interest.
We learn from i, that @t tht fne no oly pumerous
attempts were made (o expiuin the o auing of words
by ectymology, but that the Brbwaos even had
alrcady commenced 1o analyse the forms ol = peech
by making distinetions between singular and plural,
present, past, and foture tenzes, &e.o Tie wdea of
mukti ov final abeorption in the Supreme Eoing, as
taught in the later Vedinta philosophy, is even with
m%ﬁf‘. 9i'its particulavs shoken out in several of those
explanatory remarks. I zllude here to the frequently
occurring terms, $aynlyald junction, saréipata identity
of form, salokaid identity of place, which mark in
11 Inter times different states of the final beatitude.
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«
The principal tendeney of this part is, to show the
close connectdon of the visible and invisible worlds,
between things on carth, and  their counterparts or
prototypes in heaven.  Pantheistic ideas pervade all
the Bralimags, and are already traccuble in hymns

of the Sumhita.

() Niwdd, censure. This refars  principally to
the controversial remarhs contained in all Brah-
manas.  There was amongst these ancient divines
and metaphysicians often dilference of opinion as to
the performance of a certuin rite, or the choice of 2

sparticular mantra, or their meaning.  One eriticised

the practice of the other, and condemned its.
application often in the strongest terms. The cen-
sure is penerally introduced by the expression ¢ hut

this opinion is not to he attended to.” The sacrificers

are often cationed from adopting such a malprac-

tice, by the assertion that if a priest would proceed in

such or such a way, the sacriticer would lose his life,

be burned by the sacrificial fire, &e.

(1) Namsa, i. e. praise, reccommendation.  This
part comprises principally those phrases which ex-
press that the performance of such or such a rite,
with the proper knowledge, produces the effect de-
sired.  They almost invariably contain the expres-
sion, ya evam veda, i. ¢, who has such a knogglgdee.
The extreme frequencey of this phrase in the Brih-
manas, and Upanishads, is probably the reason,
that the whole sacred knowledge was @mprised
afterwards only by the gencral term veda. Originally
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1t appears to have applied to Brahmana like sen-
tences aud explunations only.

(8) Purikalpa, i. e. performance of sacrificial rites
in former times, Uunder this head come the nu-
merous stories of the fights of thé Devas and Asuras,
to which the origin of many rites is attributed, as
also all legends on the sacrifices performed by the
gods.  This very interesting part forms the histori-
cal (er rather legendary) background of the whole
sacrificial art.  All rites were traced to the gods
as their originators, or even to Prajipati, the Su-
preme Being, the Lord of creatures.  We can derive
.one important histori -l fact {from the legends on the
fight between the Devas and  Asuras, viz.-that the
religious contest between the ancient Indians (re-
presented by the Devas), and the Iranians (repre-
sented by the Asuras, contained in the name Ahura-
mazda=0rmazd) took place long before the time of
the composition of the Brahmanas, thatis, hefore the
12th century B.c. This is another proof corroboras
tive of the high antiquity aseribed by Greciro writers
to Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the prophet of the Asura
nation (Iranians) who did mantfully battle azainst
idolatry and the worship of the Devas, hranded by
him as “ devils,” That contest which must have
been lasting for many years appeared to the writers
of th,, Bgihmaras as old as the feags of King Arthur
appear to Linglish writers of the nineteenth centary?

6y DParakriti, the achicvement or feat of
another.® This head comprises the stories of certain
performances of renowned Shrotriyas, or sacrificial
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priests, of gifts presented by kings to Brahmans, the
successes they achieved. The last book of the
Aitareya particularly is full of this class of topics.

These six heads are often, howevew, brought only
under two principal ones, viz. vidhi, and arthavdda-
The latter then comprises all that is not injunction,
that is, all topics from 2 to 6. This philosophical
division exactly corresponds to the division of the
contents of the Talmid by the Jewish Rabbis into
two principal parts, viz: halakah, i. e. rule of con-
duct, which is as auathoritative as the thorak (law
of Moses), und haggadah, i. e. story, parable, and in
fact everything illustrative of the former.

II.

The Aitareya Brahmanam in particular.

The Aitareva Brahmanam is one of the collections
of the sayings of ancient Brahmi  priests (divines
and philosophers) illustrative and explanatory of the
dutics of the so-called [otri-priests.  The latter
performing the principal part of their dutics by means
of the mantras, termed rik, and contained in the
so-called Rigveda Samhita, the Aitareya is therefore
one of the Brihmanas belonging to the Rigvedam
There must have been, as we may learn from Pinini
and Patafijalis Mahabhishya, 2 much larger_pumber
of Brahmanas belonging to each Veda ; and™ even
Siyana, who lived only about four hundred years
ago, was acquainted with more than we have now.
To the Rigveda we know at present besides the

f-'
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Aitareya, only the Khushitaki Brihmanam, whicl
is also called Saikbayana. Both appear to have
been known to the grammarian Péanini, ! as one may
gather from the rule (v. 1, 62) which he gives re-
garding the formation of names of Brihmanas con-
sisting of thirty and forty Adhyiyas; for the Kau-
shitaki actually consists of thirty and the Aitareya of
forty Adhyayas, which were afterwards divided into
cight Puwichikis, cach of which compiises  five
Adhyiyas.

The nume “ Aitareya” is by Indian tradition traced
to Jtaré. Sayava tells regarding the origin of the
name and of the Bralmana itself, in his introduction
‘to the Aitareya Brahmanam, the following story, on
the authority of the sampradaya-vidal, i e, men
versed in traditional stories. An ancient  Rishi
had amiong hix many wives one who was called
liard. She had a son Mahidase by name, who is
mentioned in the Aitarcya Aranyaka as DMahi.
disa Aitareya.  The Rishi perferred the sons of
his other wives to Mahidisa, and wone ceven
so far as to insult him once by placing all his
other children in hjs lap to his exclusion, Tlig
mother, gricved at this ill {rcatment of her son,
prayed to her family deity (kwladevatd), the Earth
(bh%imi), who appeared in her celestial form in the
midst of the assembly, placed him on a throne
(si:ﬁﬂd&?z?ﬁfﬁand gave him as a tok#n of honour for
his surpassing all other children in learning a boon

! The attention of Sanserit scholars was first directed by Professor
Weber at Berhin to this circumstance,



INTKODUCTION. 85
C. 7
(rara) which had the appearance of a Brihmana.
After having received this gift, a Brahmanam con-
sisting of forty  Adhvayag, which commenced with
*the words agnir vaidevandm avamo (the first sentence
of the Aitareya), and ended with strinnte  strinute
(the two last words of the Aitareya) came forth
through the mind of Mahidasa. Afterwards the
Brihmanawm, commencing with atke mahdvratam (the
beginning words of the first Aitareya Aranyaka) and
ending with dchdrye achirya (the two last words of
the thitd Aranyaka)? was also revealed in the shape
of the vow of an hermit® (dranyakarratariipam).

The Aitareya Brahmanam, as well as the Khushi-
taki, do_not treat of all the sacrifices and sacrificial
rites which arc mentioned and deseribed in the
hooks of Yajurveda, which may be (principally the
Satras) reearded as the proper sacrificial encyclo-
pedie,  They were, however, perfectly well known
to the authors of these DBrahmanas, as we may
learn from the fuct, that the names of several
sacrifices, such as Vajapeya, Aptoryima (sec 3, 41)
arc mentioned without the deseription of the
ritvals helpnging to them. Sceveral things concerning

2 This remark throws some light on the relationship in whic% the
five treatises, of which the present Aitareya Aranyaha consists, and

each of which bears the name dranyaka, stand to one another.  Only
rarded

the three first Aranyakas were according to (his notic
a divine revelation th the Aitareya Rishi; the two @imeds then
Iater additions, and did not form orgmally part of the Aitareya
Aranyaka.
3 According to Drahmanical ideas, a vow, a curse, a blessing, &e.
can assume a visible form, and so becone manitest to the mental

‘cycs of men.
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the Hotris whose duties principally are treated at
every Soma sacrifice are left out.  So the cercmony
of choosing the sacrificial pricsts (ritvig-varanam)
by the sacrificer, including the Iotars, is left out,:
as Sdyana has already observed.  But every Héiutra-
prayoya, i. e. practical hand-hook for the Iotri-
priests (for each sacrifice there are separate prayogas
for each set of priests required), commences with it ;
the topic is gencrally treated in the Sitras helonging
to the Yajurveda; the principal mantras required at
that occasion are to be found in the first chapter of
the Tandya Brihmanam of the Samaveda. The
dialogue used at this occasion is intercsting, and
‘throws some light on the nature and character of some
sacrifices ; therefore 1 give here gome account of it.

The person who wishes to perform the Agnishtoma
sacrifice, for instance, sends a delegate called
Somapravéka to all Strotriyas (sacrificial pricsts)
whose services he wishes to engage for his forth-
coming Soma sacrifice, to ask whether they would
be willing to officiate at this occasion. The dig-
logue between the Somapravika and the Hotur is as
follows : 8. “ There will he a Soma sacrifige of such
and such one; you are respectfully requested to act
as Iotar at it.” TI. “What sacrifice is it ?” 8§,
o 'fhc Jyotishtoma- Agnishtoma-Soma sacrifice.” H,
“ What priests (« “twijak) will officiate ! . S. “ Vishnu,
Mitf'ft%.“ II. “What is the reward for the
priests?”” 8. “ One hundred and twelve cows.”

¢ The pricsts represent the gods.
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It the priests have wceepted the invitation, then the
sacrificer has actually to appoint them to their re-
spective othices.  This is the zaranam or sclection
(ol the priests). *

The sacvificer first mentions the gods who are to
act as his pricsts, “ Agni (the fire) is my Hotar, Aditya
(the sun) my Adfivaryu, the Moon my Brahma, Par-
Janya (the godof rain) my Udgatar, the Sky (dkds'«)
is my Sadasya (superintendent), the waters are my
Hotriswimsis (all the minor Iatri-priests) ; the rays
my Chamasa Adhvaryus (eup-bearers). These divine
priests I "choose (lor wy sacrifice).”  After having
thus appointed the gods, who are to act as his
divine priests, he now proceeds to appoint the
“ human” (minusha) priests.  This is at the Agnish-
toma done with the following formula, “ I (the name)
of such and such a Gotra, will bring the Jyotishioma
sacrifice by means of its Agni~hfoma part, with the
Rathantara-Prishtha, four Stomas (the nine, diftecn,
seventeen and twenty-one-fold), for which ten things,
cows and so on are required, and for which as fee
one hundred and twelve cows must he given. At
this sacrifice be thou my Iotar?” The Hotar then
accepts the appointment by the following formula :
“ May the great thing thou spokest of (unto me), the
splendonr thou spokest ofy the glory thou spokest of]
the Stoma thou spokest of, the way of perlgrmance
thou spokest of, the enjovment thou spokest *of, the
satisfaction thou spokest of ; may all that thou
spukest of come 1o me ; may it enter me; may I have
cujoyment through it.  Aeuiis thy Iotar. [le is
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thy (divine) Hotar, T am thy (haman) Hotar” Al
priests e uppointed in the saime way, and by the
same formulas, .

After this disgression let us diccuss the %ontents
of the Aitareya Dralianam, Tt treats inits cight
books, or forty chapters, euch of which is subdivided
into a certain number of Lanedikas, il e, small seetions,
paragraphs, as we have seen, almost exclusively of
the duties of the seven Hotri-priests at the great
Soma seerifices, and the different royal inanguration
ceremonics.  All minor sacrifices and  Ishtis, al-
though they require the servives of a Fotar, are
excluded.  The Hotri-priests are to he divided into
three distinet classes: 1) The Hotar, the chief of
all Hotni-priests. 2) The Llotrakas, i. e. the little
Hotras ; these are, Maitravarupa (Prasfistar) Bra-
mandchhamsi, and Achhivika. 3) The Ilotrd-
s‘wmsinal, i. e. the repeaters of the Hotri verses; they.
are, Petar, Neshiar, and Agnidhra.

The first thirteen chapters (the two first hooks,
and the three first chapters of the third) treat o the
duties of the chiel THotar at the Agnishfoma Soma
sacrifice ouly ;. for-this is the model (prakriti) of
all Soma sacrifices which last for one day only (the
so-called wikdhikas)y; wll other Soma sacrifices of the
same duration are mere modifications (eilyiti) of it.
It is regarded as an integral part of the Jyotishioma,
and “saia onsist of the following scven sacri-
fices : 1) Agnishtoma, 2) Atvagnishtoma, 3) Ukthya,
1) Sholus’i, 5) Atiritra, 6) Vijapeya, 7) Aptoryima
(As'v. 8708, 6, 11).  In many places, however, the
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term  Jyoflshtoma is equivalent to  Agnishtoma,
The Aitareva does not know these seven parts, as
helonging together, but simply remarks, that they
tollow the Aenishtoma as their prakriti (3, 41).
The Atyagnisitoma is not even mentioned in it
at all.

All the duties of the Hotar at the Agnishtoma are
mentioned almost in the exact order in which  they
are required. It lasts generally for five days. 'ihe
cercmonies are then divided as follows :

First day.—Preliminary ceremonies, such as the
clection of the priests, giving them presents (nardha-
parka), the Dikshariya Ishti; and the Dikshivitself.

Seeond day.—The Priyaniva or opening “Ishfi ;
the Dbuying of the Soma; the  Atithya  Ishii,
Pravargyva, and Upasad twice (once in the forenoon,
and onee in the afternoon). :
< Third day. =Pravargya and Upasad twice aguin?

Fourth deoy. —Aguiprayayanam, Agni-Soma-pra-
vayanamn,  Havirdhiina  pranayvanam.  The animal
~acrifice. .

Lifth day.—The squeezing, oflering, and drinking
of the Soma juice at the three great Libations, viz.
the morninz, midday, and cvening Libations,  The
concluding Ishti (ueluyeenina).  Ablation (areblrita).

The ceremonies of the four first days are only
introductory, but absolutely Tiecessapy 2 tor. itbgut
them no vne is allowed to suacrifice and - drink the
Roma juice.  The Soma ceremony is the holjest rite
in the whole Brahmanical service, just as the 1loma
ccremony of the Parsi priests is regarded by them as
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the most sacred performance. No Parsy priest 1s
allowed to perform it, if he does n8t very frequently
undergo the great purification ceremony, called the
Barashnom ,of nine nights. In the same way
every Brahman has, as often as he brings a Soma
saciifice, to undergo the Dikshii (see 1, 3; 4, 26).
One such ceremony is cven not considered suflicient.
For the sacrifice has, besides the Dikshd, to undergo
the Pravargya, which is a similar preparation for the
great foma day. Even the animal sacrifice must
precede the solemn Soma festival ; for it is of minor
importance. The animal is instead of the sacrificer
himself. The animal when sacrified iy the fire, goes
to the®ods, and so does the sacrificer in the shape
of the animal (sec page 80 of the traslation). The
animal sacrifice is vicarious, Being thus received
among the gods, the sacrificer is deemed worthy to
enjoy the divine beverage, the Soma, and participate
in the heavenly king, who is Soma. The drinking
of the Soma juice makes him a new man; though
a new celestial body had been prepared for Lia at
the Pravargya ceremony, the enjoyment of the Soma
beverage transforms him again ; for the nectar of the
gods flows for the first time in his veins, purifying
and sanctifying him. This last birth to the complete
enjoyment of all divine rights is symbolically indi-
cg in_the yites 6f the morning libation (see
392, 85; 3% 3,2). -

The grincipal features of this Agnishtoma sacrifice
must be very ancient. For we discover them almost .
complete with the Parsis. They also do not prepare
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the corresp%nding Homa (Soma) juice alone, but it
must always be accompanied with other offerings.
The Purodisa of the Brahmans, which always be-
longs to a Soma’ libition, is represented by the
Dirén (holy bread), the animal offering indicated
by the ring of hair (varas'a) taken from an ox,
to be placed on the same table W%ith the 1loma.
The Homa shoots are trcated in the same
way, when brought to the spot, as the Brahmans
treat them. The Parsi priest sprinkles themn with
" water, which is exactly the dpydyana ceremony of
the Brahmans. e must go round the fire with
the lloma just as the Brahmans camy the Soma
round the sacrificial compound (see lg 14). The
ceremonies of preparing and drinking both the HHoma
and Soma juice are quite similar.® The water re-
quired for it must be consecrated, which exactly
corresponds to the Vasativaiis and [Ekadhanas of
the Brahmanical Soma service (2,20). The Zota
of the Parsis diinks his cup filled with Homa in
three turns, so does the lotar also from the Graha.
After the libation has been poured from the Grahas
into the fire, and drunk by the Hotar, the Stotras
are chanted, and then the Shastras belonging to
them recited. In a similar way the Zota priest
repeats, shortly after having enjoyed the Homa, the
Githds of Zarathustra Spitama (Zogoaster) ich

3 The mantga sepeated at that occasion is Yasna 10,1, ¢ May
the water~drops (sprinkled over the Homa) fall ta.the desriction of
'the Devas, and Devis.” . i
¢ Compare notes 8 on page 118, 5 on 91, 14 on page 137
nlxgg rs%y pl;l;l)‘l on the Sacted I.a’nmgag:c. of’l.her Parsis, page-’
.33, 167, . _
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are metrical compositions, and represent the Shastras
of the Brahmanical Soma service. He must repeat
five such Giithds, just as there are five Shasiras, at
the morning and midday libations, and at the Ukthya
Soma sacrifice at the evening libations also.

These are only a few of the points of comparison
which I could easily enlarge; but they will be
sufficient to show, that the Agnishtoma Soma
wgacrifice was originally the same ceremony as the
Homa rite of the Parsi priests. The opinions of
both the Biahmans and Parsis on the effect of the
drinkjng wf the Soma (Homa) juice arc besides
exactly the same. The Brahmans believe that it
leads to he’ren so do the Parsi priests. They say,
that ITome is a plant, and & great angel. Any ome
who has drunk the Homa juic becomes united
with this angel, and after his death an inhabitapt of
paradise. For the juice which is in the body of the
priest who has diunk him, goes to heaven, and
connects him mystically with the angel.

With particular care are the so-called Shastras or
recitations of the Hotri priests treated in the
Aitarcya Brohmanam. The fifth chapter of the sc-
cond, and the three first chapters of the third book are
entircly taken up with the exposition of the Shastras

otar 3 om;ng, midday, and evening
hbatmns‘ As the reader may learn from a perusal
incipally of the third book, the Shasttas alivay

ong to Stoifas or performnces by the S&mm&.‘

gays, viz. the Udjétar of chief singer, the Pras-
mwho ﬁmﬂ} the puluﬂe, and tl;g *Pratihartar
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"who chent! the Fesponge. |¥heir recitatione must be
very. ancient, us we have sen; for they are by

, the ndme wktha (exactly corresponding to whhdhdm
in the Zend langnage) frequently mentioned in the
Saiahi¢h. A closer examination of them will throw
+much light on the history of the composition ,of the
Vedic hymns. As ancient as the Shastras are “the
Stomas, the exposition of which forms one of the
topics of the Simaveda Briahmanas (see note
I8 on page 237-38). The word stoma is in the

. form stoma also known in the Zend-Avesta.
The Parsi priests understand by it a particular
sacrificial ceremony of minor importance, which
consists in consecrating a meal (meat is at this
occasion indispensable) in the honour of ah angel
‘or a deceased person, to be enjoyed afterwards by
the whole party assembled. That the idea of “ sac11~
ficial rite” was attached also by the Brahmans to the
word, clearly follows fiom the terms, Agnishtoma
and Jyotishtoma. The musical performance which
was originally alone called a Stoma, formed a neces-
sary part of certajn sacifices, and was then, as pars
pro toto, applied to the whole 1ite.

The univgrsal character of the Agishtoma and its
mesning is freated especially in the fourth chapter of
rt::‘ﬂsird book. Inits last chapter, and in the two

' of the fourth, the pifincipal mo

_ Aguishtoma are mentioned, and briefly d«b'f‘lﬂgﬂ,
"wis, the Wkthys, Sholas?, and Atirktrs, slong with
pthe Ae'viea Shastra.

‘ -
The Atidgrs sqcrifice introdades, hawever, the
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Sattras or sacrificial scssions, the plincipal rules for
the Ilotri performances of which are laid down in
the third chapter of the fourth book. They are ap-
plicable for Sattras which last for a whole year.
The two last chapters of the fourth, and the first four
chapters of the fifth book describe very mihutely.
the’ duties of the Tlotar during the ten prinicpal
days of the Dviidas"iha, which may be performed as a
Sattra, oras a Ahina (a Soma sacrifice lasting for
more than one, and less than thirteen days).

The last chapter of the fifth book is taken up with
miscellaneous matter, such as the penances required
of an Agnihotri when he becomes guilty of sume
fault, or if some misfortune should befal him regard-
ing his dutics towards his sacred fires, and the ques-
tion, whether the Agnihotram (daily burnt offering) is
to be offered before or after sunrisc; it further treats
of the duties of the Brahma priest, how he has to
perform the penances for mistakes committed by any
one of the performing priests.

The whole sixth book treats, after some remarks
on the offices of the Gravastut .and Subrahmany4,
almost exclusively of the duties of the six minor
Hotri-priests, principally at the great Soma sacrifices,
which last for one week at least, or for a series of
w ﬁ.{shQLM'ﬁlﬂ é{; it descriptions of the
so-called Shilpa Shastras, or “skilful (rather very
artificial) recitations” of the minor Hotars. These
8hasjras, principally the Valakhilyas, the Vnshakapo.‘
Evaydmarut, and the so-celled Kuntfpa hymns, are
no doubt the latest additions, looking like decora-



INTRODUCTION. o 65

\

tions, to’the ritual of the Hotri-priests. The whole
book has the appearance of a supplement to the
fourth and fifth.

The seventh and eighth books treat principally of
the sacrifices of the Kshattriyas and the relatxonshlp
in which the princes stand to the Brahmans. * They
are, from an historical point of view, the most import-
ant part of the whole Brihmanam.

The seventh book describes first the division of
the sacrificial animal into thirty-six single pieces,
andrtheir distribution among the ofﬁcmtmg' pricsts,
the sacrificer, his wife, and othel persons connected
with the performance of the sacrifice.

Then follows a chapter of penances for neglects on
the part of an Agnihotri, or mishaps which might
befal him. This is a continuation of the fifth chap-
ter in the fifth book.

In the third chapter we are introduced to the rites
of the princely inauguration ccremonies€onnected
with a sacrifice, by the story of 8’unals’epa. On
account of its containing Rik verses, as well as
Giithéis (stanzas) it was to be told to the king on the
day of its inauguration by thc Ilotar. The story is
highly interesting; for it proves beyond doubt the
existence of human sacri ong the ancient
Brahmans, and shows ft%&ﬂ'ﬂﬂiﬁ%e
state ; for w8¥nd here a Brahman sclling his son to

rince to be immolated.

Kow three kinds of such inauguratory sacrifices
for the king, called Rdjastiyas, are described, viz.
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Abhisheha, Punarabhisheka, agd Mahdbhisheka. The
principo:l part of all these ceremonies consists in
the sprinkling of holy water over the head of the
kings, which is called wbhishela. It corresponds to
the ceremony of anointing the kings with the Jews.
1t is of particular intercst to observe that the Brah-
1ans at this occasion did not allow the Ling to
diink the proper Soma juice, but that he had to drink
instead of it, a beverage prepared fiom the roots and
leaves of scveral trees.  The enjoyment of the Soma
jJuice was a privilege reserved by the Brahmans to
themselves alone. The king was, properly speaking,
even not entitled to biing a sacrifice at all. Il was
only for the sake of the mdst extravagant gifts which
the shrewd Biahmans extorted from kings for their
offices, that they allowed mim to bring a sacrifice.
But before he could do so, he was to be made first
a Brahman himsell’; at the conclusion of the cere-
mony he had, however, to tesign his Biahmanship,
and retury to his foriner caste. ’

The last chapter of the Brihmanam is taken up
with the appointment by the king of a duly qualified
Brahman to the office of a house-priest, who is
called purohita, i. e. president, superintendent. The
word, as well as the office, must be very ancient ; for
we find it not nnly_inhe Sambitd of the Rigveda,
b e fasrventirad tis, as to etymology,
the same word as paradhdfa,” Wii€iii% generally

L4
7 The word purohita is composed of puras before, and kita plmm
from the root dhd); so paradhdia aldo; pare is the Zend form of
Puri before, which is equivalent to puras, and didta is the Zend par-
Heiple of the root diui.

.
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the epithet of one of the most ancient Iranian fitoes,
of Haoshjanha (see Yashts 5,203 9,3; 15, 7; 17,24
ed. Westergaard) the Hosheng of the Shihnimah.
The later Iranian legends, as preserved in the
Shiahnfimah, made of the paradidtas a whole dy-
nasty of kings, which they call Peshdadians (the
modern Per<ian corruption of the primitive para-
dhdta) who then precede the Kayanians (the Kavis
of the Vedas). This shows that the institution of o
Purohita, who was not only a mere house-priest,
but a political functionary, goes back to that carly
period ot history when the Iranians and Indians
lived peacefully together as one nation. The Para-
dhitas of the Ianian kings appeyr however not to
have been as successful in making the Shahs of Iran
their slaves, as the Indian Purchitas were in enslav-
ing the Indian Rajas in the bonds of a spiritual
thraldom. How far the Brahmans must have
succeeded in carrying out their designs of a spiritutl
supremacy over the royal caste, every reader may
learn from this last chapter, and convince himself at
the same time that hicrarchical rule was known in
the world more than a thousand years before the
foundation of the Sce of St. Peter.

The ceremonial part of the last hook is much en-
livened by short stories of kings who were said to
have performed the & Add
and of aincd to supreme rule over the
w earth (that is to say, of threce or four Indian

rincipalities). It is an imitation of the ceremony
by which the gods are said to have installed Indra
to the savereignty over them. The whole concludes
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with description of a magical performance (they
are called krityd) by means of which a king can
destroy secretly all his enemies.

After this summary statement of the contents of
the Aitareya Brihmanam, the question arises whe-
ther the work in its present form is the composition
of one author or of several. Although there is, as
we have seen, a certain plan perceptible, in the ar-
rangement of the subject matter, we may easily dis-
tinguish some repetitions, discrepancies, and inter-
polations, which are hardly explicable if the book
had only one author. So we find the Ajya hymn
at the morning libation twice explained in 2, 40 and
41, but with slight differences; the origin of the
formula, agnir deveddhah is mentioned twice 2, 33
and 39, but in the former passage it is called Nivid,
whilst in the latter the pame “ Puroruk” is given
to it. The four last kandikds in the second book
38-41 appear to be a kind of appendix taken from
some other source. The picce 5, 27 is identical with
7,3; 6, 5 and 17 treat in the main of the same topic,
the relation between Stotriya and Anuripa at the
Ahina sacrifices. There are several repetitions in the
8th book; so the 13th kandiki is identical with
the 18th and the 14th with the 19th. The 10th and
11th kandikés in the seventh book are evidently in-

tergplations..t xt, and exhibiting
a different style. The latter is Vesg=Jemarkable on
account of its mentioning two other Vedie 3{fhas

by their names, viz. Paingya and Kéushitaki;
rs to have appertained to an old treatise on

‘astronomy.
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The style of thé Brihmanam is on the yhole
uniform. There are certain phrases which'constantly
re-occur in the work, as for instance, “ what is at the
sacrifice appropriate, that is successful, when the
verse (which 1s repeated) alludes to the ceremony
which is being performed ; ” “(he who should observe
a Hotar do so contrary to the precept) should tell
him® that the sacrficer would die; thus it always
happens;” “This is done for production ( pr ajdtyés),”
&c. The langnage is, of course, like that of a‘ll
Bidhmanas, more recent than that of the Samhita ;
but it is, however, not the classical Sanscrit. Purely
Vedie forms occur, such as the infinitive forms in
ips, e. g. hai ttos, arttos, roddhosgmathitos (sce 1, 10;
2, 20) generally dependent on is’vara, i. e. able, who
has the power, (is'varak Rarttok, he has the power
to do; &"varo roddhol, he has the power to obstruct,
&e.), startavdi (from siri); stomebhir instead of
stomdir (4, 15) &e.

The bulk of thework appears to have proceeded
from one author; some additions were made after-
wards. As regards the mateiials which our author, '
whom we may (with Sdyana in various places of
his commentary) call the Aitarcya Rishi, that is,
the Rishi of the Aitareya S4ikhi of the Rigveda,
used for the compilation v»‘-)f his work, we can
principally distin " : a-

mantra (2,6,7), the Nivid (2, 34) &ec.

¢ The phrase is always elliptical ; it is only ya enam driydt, if any
ene should tell him ; but the meaning of the whole phrase ly only that
one which is here (and in the translation) given. .
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which are, as we have scen, moré ancient than the
majority of the hymns; 2) Gdthd, i.e. stanzas,
principally impromptus on sacrificial things, and
topics of 2 more worldly nature, and Itihdsas,i. e.
stories; 3) Rales on the performance of the duties of
the IIoh ipriests; 4) 1 heological expositions of the
meaning of mantras, sacred rites, &c. according to
the teaching of the most cminent Brahmi priebts
who preceded our author.

" These materials were worked together by him, but
not without many additions of his own, and with the
view to present to the followers of his S idkhi a kind
of encyclopedit of theological leaining, und a supple;
ment o their Veda. The theology of lns 8’ikha being
founded on the hymns of the Rishis, and the latter
being repeated by the 1lotii-pricsis only at the
sacrifices, he confined himself for the most part to
the speculations of the Hotris and their duties. The
aim of our author was like that of all other
Brihmana compilers, a, double (’me, viz. lo serve
practical as well as theoretical ends. From a prae-
tical point of view it was to be a guide to the re-
peaters of the mantras of the Rigveda in some of
their most important pefformances; but as regards
the theoretical one, the author intended to instruct
them on the re i profession, viz. to make

the gacrificer, by means of the e Snower ascrib-
to the mantras, cither attain to anythilB~Qqmight
¥ish for, or if the Hotar should from some rea

“o# other choose to do so, to deprive him through’
the sande power of his property, children, and life.
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The Hotris could learn from such a book how grea?
*their power was as the preservers of the sacred Rik
végjes. Every one who wished to perform a sacri-
fice as the only means for obtaining the favour of the
gods, was cntircly given up to the hands of the
Ilotyi-mksts, who could do with him what they
pleascd.

The mautras referred to are, for the most part,to
be found in the Rigveda Sambiti which we have
at present. Thete are, however, several quoted,
which are not o he met with in it, whence we must
conclude, that the Bamhitd of the Aitaieyins be-
longed to a 8akha different fiom that one (the
S akala ~'akM4) whick is at present only kuown to
us. A valivana, in his Siduta Sitias, which are,
a3 we huve soen, founded on the Allawya Biiihma-
ram, ¢ cuoull’supphvs the text of thos¢ mantras
wh.eh are wanting in the Safuhita.  Several of them
are in tQe Atharvaveda Safhita, but they generally
show crent readimgs.  In comparing both, those
in the A’svalasant Sitias, and those in the Athar-
vaveda Saiihitd, we find that, it there is any dif-
ference, the text of the Atharva is then always in-
correcs. It is remarkable that we do not only dis-
cover some relationship between the supposed Sikhi
of the Aitareyins and the Afharvavcdu Samhitd, but

also between the Aitareygp®kgagiha Brihmayam.
Whole L.m i ™fiGse on

y to be found in the Gopatha Brahmmmm of

e Atharvaveda,
The author’'s own additions consisted ptmclpally
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in critical remarks, recommending certain practices,
and rejecting ofhers, statement: of rea,sohs, why a*
particular rite must be performed in a partlc*r
way, and explanations of apparent anomalies in the
ritual. The author does never, however, speak in
the first person; for the whole has the appearance
of a tradition havmg descended from” hi He is
referred to only in the third person by the words,
taddha smz’illa, “ this he told.” The theologians
whose opinions are either accepted or rejected, are
generally mentioned m the third per<on plural R
the words “they say.” Now and then they ‘ore
called mahdvadik, i. e. the speakers of great things.
But their real namne appears to have been Brahma-
vadins, i. e. the slpeakcrs on Brahma (theologians,
divines), which term we fiequently meet in the
Taittiriya Veda (Black Yajurveda). *

The work was, like the other Brihmanas, no doubt,
like the Safhhitd, orally handed down. Some exter-
-nal mark is still visible. At the end of eachlﬁhyﬁya
the last word, or phrase, is put twice. The same
fact we observe in all other Brdhmanas as well as
in the Sitras. This was evidently a mark for the
repeater as well as the hearer by which to recognise
the end of a chapter, each of which formed a little
treatise for itself. .

Regarwme Brihmanam we
have to fémark, that it is done .2 pa3gry slow tone,
but quite monotonously, whilst the xggas | of
the Yajurvedd ave recited with the proper acc
like the Safhhitds. Of very frequent occurrencein"
it is the Pluti, i. ¢ the lengthening of a vowel to
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three moras marked by 3. This Plutiis used in
three cases, (1) to ask a question, (2) to deliberate or
consider whether a thing should be done or not, and
(3) to give some emphasis to a certain word. In the
two first cases it expresses exactly the idea of our
aign of i mterrogauon, in the latter that of our under-
lining or ‘italicising of certain 1mportant words.

Let us make before we conclude some remarks on
the principal sacrificial and theological ideas (as far
as they have not been touched already) which
pervade the Aitareya Brihmanam.

The sacrifice is regarded as the mecans for obtain-
ing power éver this and the other world, over visible as
well as invisible beings, animate as well as inanimate
creaturcs. Who knows its proper application, and
has it duly performed, ‘is in fact looked upon as the
real master of the world; for any desire he may
entcrtain, if it be cven the most ambitious, can be
gratified, any object he has in view can be obtained
by means of it. The Yujne (sacrifice) taken as a
whole is conceived to be a kind of machinery, in
which every piece must tally with the other, or
a sort of large chain in which no link is allowed
to be wanting, or a staircase, by which one may
ascend to heaven, or as a personage, endowed with
all the characteristics of a human body It exists
from etermty, and pragce ki G Supreme

Ses, the Sgmans or chants, and the Ya_]us or
sacrificial formulas). The creation of the world
k
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itself was even regarded as the 'fruit of a sacrifice
performed by the Supreme Being. The Yajna
exists as an invisible thing at all times, it is like the
latent power of electricity in an clectrifying machine,
requiring only the operation of a suitable apparatus
in order to be elicited. It is supposed to extend,
when unrolled, from the Ahavaniya or Sacrificial
fire ‘into which all oblations are thrown, to heaven,
, forming thus a bridge or ladder, by means of
which the suacrificer can commaunicate -with the
world of gods and spirits, and even ascend when
alive to their abodes. The term for beginning
the *sacrificial operations is “to spread the sa-
crifice ;” this means that the invisible thing,represent-
ing the idcul sacrifice which was lying dormant,
as it were, is sct into motion, in consequence of
which its several parts or limbs are unfolding them-
selves, and thus the whole becomes u(t(,nd(.d This
ideal sacrifice stands in the closest relationship with
all the sacrificial implements, ghe sacrificial place,
and all the sacred verses and words spoken during
its actual perforimance. The sacrifice being often
represented as a hind of being with a body like that
of men, certain ceremonies form his head, others
his neck, others his cyes, &c. ‘The most important
thing at a sacrifice is, that all its several parts should
tally together, quently there should
ncither o.n‘.;t'hm, be in excess, ient in it.
This agreeing of the several parts o fice

zrtitutes its 7#pa, i. e. form. The proper for
tained, when the mantras which are repeated arein
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strictest accordance with the ceremony for which they
are repeated, or (if the sacrifice las{s for several or
many days) when they have the characteristics of the
respective days. If the form is vitiated, the whole
sacrifice is lost. Mistakes being, on account of the so
extremely complicated ritual, unavoidable, the sacrifi-
cial being was to be attended by a physician in the
person of the Brahma priest (5, 34). Each mistake
must be made good by a prdyas’chiita, i. e. penance,
or propitiatory offering.

The power and significance of the Hotri-priests at
a sacrifice consists in their being the masters of the
sacred word, which is frequently personified by Vich,
i. e. Speech, who is identical with Sarasvati, the god-
dess of learning in the later Ilindu Pantheon. Speech
has, according to the opinion of the carliest Hindu
divines, the power of vivifying and Lilling. The
sacred words pronounced by the Hotar effect, by
dint of the innate power of Véch, the spiritual birth
of the sacrificer, form his body, raise him up to
'heaven, connect him with the prototypes of those
things which he wishes to obtain (such as children,
cattle, &c.) and ‘make him attain to his full life term,
which is & hundred years; but they arc at the same
time a weapon by means of which the sacrificer’s
enemles, or he lnmself (if the Ilotar have any
evil demgns against _-_- Ren-De killed, and all evil

. eobta;nmg of any partlcular thing wished, for,
mainly lies in the form in which it is uttered. Thence
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the great importance of the metres, and the choice of
words and termg. Each metre is the invisible master
of something obtainable in this world ; it is, as it
were, its exponent, and ideal. This great significance
of the metrical speech is derived from the number
of syllables of which it consists; for each thing has,
(just asin the Pythogorean system) a certain numeri-
cal proportion. The Géyatri metre, which consists of
three times cight syllables, is the most sacred, and
is the proper metre for Agni, the god of fire, and
chaplain of the gods. Tt expresses the idea of Brahma ;
therefore the sacrificer must use it when he wishes for
anything closely connected with the Brahma, such as
acquirement of sagred knowledge, and the thorough
understanding of all problems of theology. The Trish-
tubh, which consists of four times eleven syllables,
expresses the idea of strength, and royal power;
thence it is the proper metre by which India, the
king of the gods, is to be invoked. Any one
wishing to obtain strength and royal power, rrinci-
pally a Kshattriya, must use it. A variety of it, the
Ushnih metre of twenty-eight syllables, is to be
employed by a sacrificer who aspires for longevity,
for twenty-eight is the synmibol of life. The Jagati,
a metre of forty-eight syliables, expresses the idea of
cattle. Any one who wxshes for wealth in cattle,
must use it. The gag Sa.Lor that of the sacrifice)
is expressed by the Patikti, metrog % times elght
syllables). The Brihati, which consists oI ai
syllables, is to be used when a sacrificer is aspm :
,to fame and renown; for this metre is the exponent
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of those ideas. The Anushtubh metre, of thirty-two
syllables, isthe symbol of the celestial world ; thencea
candidate foraplace in heaven has to use it. The Virdj
of thirty syllables, is food and satisfaction; thence-one
who wishes for plenty of food, must employ it.

The words contained in these different’'metrical
forms must always be appropriate to the occasion. If
the oblation is given to Agni, the verse repeated must
contain his name, or an allusion to it ; were it to con-
tain the name of Indra, or one of his characteristics,
the offering would be thrown away. Every act, even
the most trifling one, is at the saciificial perform-
ance accompanied with mantras, and always such
a verse is to be chosen as contains (or is made to
contain by interpretation) an allusion to it. This will
all be clear to the rcader on refeience, for instance,
to 2; 2, where the mantras connected with every
par ticular act of the ceremony of anointing and erect-
ing the sacrificial post is given.

* Of almost equal importance with the metres are the
so-called Stomas, based also on numerical proportions.
Each Stoma contains a certain number of verses,
chanted according to one and the same tune. The
number is very often obtained only by frequent repe-
tion of the same triplet of verses (see about the par-
ticulars of the Stomas note 18 on pages 237 38 of the
translatlon) sy

visdom, and has Agni, the house-priest of the gods,
for its delty the Panchadasa (fifteen-fold) is the
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sy'mbol of royal power and thence appropriate to Indra,
and the Kshattriyas : the Saptadasa (seventeen-fold)
is the exponent of wealth in cattle ; thence a Vais’ya
should use it, or any other sacrificer who wishes to
obtain wealth : the Ekavils'a-(twenty-one-fold) is the
symbol  of generation: thence it is principally to be
used at the third libation, many rites of which refer
to the propagation of progeny. The other Stomas,,
such as the Trinava '(twenty-sovcn fold), Trayas-
trims'a (thirty-three-fold) &c. have a similarly symbo-
lical meaning.

Besides the Stomas, the so-called Prichthas (the
name of certain Simans and their combinations) are
a necessary requisite at all the Soma sacrifices. They
form the centre ofall the ceremonies, and the principal
one of them is always regarded as the womb (yoni) of
the sacrificial being. They are generally only *used
at the midday libation. The two principal Prishthas
are the Rathantara and Brihat Simans («bhi tré sfiva
nonuma, and todmiddhi havémahe). T hey eon be
used singly, or along with one of their kindred (sce
notes 29 on pace 193, 14 on page 282, and 4, 28).

. The name Prishtha means ‘¢ back,” for they are

regarded on the whole as the back of the sacrifice.
All these things, metres (ckhandeas), Stomas and

Prishthas, are believell to be as efernal and divine, as

i Theearliest ITindu

various forms, which might be used for their repetitio
or chanting. These forms along with their contents,
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the everlasting Veda words, are symbols expressive of
things of the invisible world, and in several respects
comparable to the Platonic ideas. They are in the
hands of the sacrificial priests the instruments for
accomplishing anything they might wish for in be-
half of the sacrificer.  But a great deul depends upon
the way of using those spiritual instruments. It is
a matter of importance whether a mantia is repcated
without stopping, or pada by pada (quarter by
quarter), or hulf verse by half verse. The four feet
(padas), of which many metres are composed, repre-
sent the four feet of animals.  The repetition of such
a verse, half verse by hall verse, that is, with two
stops only, represents the sacrificer who as a human

_being, has two legs. By thus combining the ideas
of four and two-footed beings, the sacrificer is mys-
tically placed amidst cattle, and obtains them, in
future, in the largest quantity. Another important
point is, whether the mantra is repeated wpdiis'u, i. e.
with an almost inaudible voice, or thshaim, i. e.
sn]cntly, or with a low and slow voice (mandrasvar a),
or with a middle tone (madhy yama), or very loud
(uttama). (See 3, 44).

Among the large number of the sacred words, there
are always some which have a destructive qualty,
and must, therefore, be usod wnth great caution. In
order to protect thg ssssweciyas well as himsclf,
from the ¥ effects of such words, the repeat-
er oy means of certain other words, or formu-
deprive them of their destrpctive power, and
thus propitiatc them. This is generally called s'énti




80 _ INTRODUCTION.

(propitiation, appeasing). Such dangerous words are
for instance, rduskat (see 3, 8) and rudra, the name
of S'iva, the god of destruction (3, 34).

The sacrificer, who is the object of all these mystical
operations on the part of the priests by means of
their mantras, chants, and manual labour, is not
allowed to remain inactive, but he himsel has to
repeat certain mantias, expressive of his desires.
When, for instance, the Ilotar is performing the
mystical operation of placing hiin among cattle, he
must say, * May [ become rich in cattle!” When
the same priest makes a firm standing place (a pra-
tisthd) for him, he must say, “ May 1 go to my place !”
Thus he obtains the fulfilment of any desire which
might be obtainable by means of a particular verse,
or mode of repeating, or chant, or pcrformance of a
particular rite, when he repcats the appropriate
formula at the right time and occasion. For what
he himself speaks, counccts him with the ideals of
his wishes, which are brought within his grasp by
the priest.

The objects sacrificed for are manifold, viz. off-
spring, cattle, wealth, fame, theo]oglcal learning, skill
for performance of sacrifices, and heaven. For gain-
ing heaven a Soma sacrifice is indispensable.  For the
sacred Soma juice has, according to the opinions of
the ancient ITindu wilsdegiggs, pre-eminently the
power of uniting the sacrificer o with the
celestial king Soma, and make him thus his
subjects, and consequently an associate of the go
and an inhabitant of the celestial world.
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On page ge g, line 12-15 and <R, line 3, is the read-
ing 'qa.%ﬂi'ﬂ'ﬂﬁlﬂ: doubtful. T have adopted it upon the
authoity of one manuseript only.  The two others (as
well as Siyana) read g3qizae (yatra etdms' ckamasin).
But it is open to objection. For there is nothing in the
preceding to which the demonstrative ezdjs’ might be
referred- The rare word fraita (sce my note on page 490
of the translation) appears to have bheen very carly
misunderstood.

The list of small errors in the text is, notwithstanding the
great pais I took in correcting, greater than I expected.
Those who usc the text are requested to correct their copies
according to this list. In the three forms, from page 61-96



vi CORRIGENDA,

the stopping is not quite correct. I had first followed the
stopping of one of my manuscripts, but afterwards aban-
doned it. The first 60 pages have been reprinted, and the
principle of stopping carried out in the latter part (from
97-215) been adopted. In a second edition it will be easy
to make all uniform and quite correct. If any doubt should
arise, the translation will give help.
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